


F O R E W O R D  

Readers w i l l  f ind  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  two a r t i c l e s  on 
t h e  current  Lutheran scene which w i l l  i n t e r e s t  them. 
The one i s  a repor t  by Pres ,  Emer ,  B.W, Teigen on 
t h e  F i r s t  Annual Symposium on t h e  Theology of Wor- 
ship  held a t  Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort  
Wape, Indiana t h i s  Spring. The t o p i c  under d i s -  
cussion was "The ILCW a s  Factor i n  Lutheranism." 
The other  is  a response by Prof .  Teigen a t  the  
Synposiaam t o  a paper on "The Theology of the  Eucha- 
r i s t i c  Prayer," de l ivered by Prof .  Robert Jenson 
(LCA) a t  t h e  same meeting. All the papers and re- 
sponses a r e  t o  be pr in ted  i n  a booklet by Concou- 
d i a  Theological Seminary a t  a l a t e r  date,  We are 
endebted t o  Prof ,  David Scaer fo r  permission t o  
p r i n t  P r o f ,  TeigenBs response a t  t h i s  t i m e  i n  the  

B 

mssionarey Thes, F. Kuster de12vered a paper 
on '"The Use of the  Lutheran Confessions i n  Latin 
American m s s i o n s  of the Evangelical Lutheran Sy- 
nod" at a recen$ meeting sf the  ELS --tin h e r i c a n  
M s s i o n a r i e s  and representatives of the ELS mssion 
Board, Me are happy t o  bring you t h i s  paper whfeh 
seeks t o  deal w i t h  presentday confessional  prob- 
l e m s  on %he mission scene on t he  basis of the  
Lutheran Confessions, and espec ia l ly  the Formula 
of Concord, Such a paper  should sumon u s  all t o  
fervent prayer and support  s f  our missionaries i n  
t he i r  difficult task, 

Then there i s  i n  t h i s  I ssue a happy Ift%%e 
ar t i c le  on Augustine by Miss Elesnor Wilson, pre- 
pared as a supplementary report f o r  the  Bible 
Class in her church, which was studying the  book- 
le t  on %he Ecumenical Creeds published by t h e  ELS 
l a s t  s u m e x ,  We refer the resder t o  the Editor's 
note  at the  beginning o f  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  

The other a r t i c l e s  i n  eh i s  i s s u e  deaf with 
events a t  our Seminary in %nkato, groundbreak%ng9 
and the  forthcoming Tenth h n u a P  Reformation 
Lectures ,  

T*AeA,  
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The PLCW is t h e  abbrevia t ion  f o r  " the I n t e r -  
Lutheran Commission on Worship," a committee wi th  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  ALC, LCA, LC-MS, and t h e  
Lutheran Church of Canada, Prof .  Leigh Jordahl ,  
p rofessor  of Church His tory  and L i t u r g i c s  a t  Gettys- 
burg Theological  Seminary, was t h e  f i r s t  e s s a y i s t ,  
us ing  a s  a s u b j e c t - t i t l e ,  " In t roduct ion  t o  t h e  PLCW: 
A H i s t o r i c a l  P respec t iveev '  No copies  of t h e  essays  
were a v a i l a b l e  t o  those  who at tended t h e  Sppss ium,  
bu t  a l l  t h e  essays  w i l l  be  published i n  a f u t u r e  
i s s u e  of t h e  Concordia This  
f a c t  makes i t  r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s u m a r i z e  and 
comment on t h e  essays .  Prof .  Jordahl  gave a sho r t  
h i s t o r y  of t h e  ILCW, s t a t i n g  t h a t  i t  came i n t o  ex i s -  
tence  i n  1965 a t  t h e  r eques t  of t h e  EC-MSI A t  t h a t  
t i m e  t h e  broadly ecumenical t i d e  was running s t r o n g  
i n  Missouri.  Jordahl  pointed o u t ,  i r o n i c a l l y ,  t h a t  
now t h e  ob jec t ions  t o  t h e  work of t h e  ILCW and t h e  
p e t i t i o n s  f o r  withdrawal from t h e i r  p r o j e c t  a r e  
coming from t h e  LC-MS which had o r i g i n a l l y  so  
s t rong ly  urged i t s  formation, P ro f ,  Jordahl  noted 
t h a t  t h e r e  were r e a l  t heo log ica l  problems r a i s e d  
over t h e  published r e s u l t s  of t h e  ELCW, both in t h e  
s e l e c t i o n  of t h e  hymns and i n  t h e  l i t u r g i c a l  pro- 
posa l s .  H e  a l s o  noted tha t  no t  s i n c e  t h e  Adiaphor- 
i s t i e  Controversy has  t h e  Lutheran Church been 
caught up i n  suck a h o t  controversy,  and h e  s a i d ,  
"We a r e  a l l  caught unprepared.'' It i s  q u i t e  ev i -  
dent  t o  t h e  unde r s imed  t h a t  some s e r i o u s  theolog-  
i c a l  thinkifbg on t h e  b a s i s  s f  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  and 
t h e  Lutheran Confessions w i l l  have t o  b e  done dur- 
i ng  t h e  coming years  and which has  not  been done 
i n  r ecen t  yea r s  wi th  t h e  heavy emphasis having 
f a l l e n  on e x t e r n a l s  of worship. It seems appar- 
e n t  t h a t  many comments, coming pro and con, on t h e  
m a t e r i a l  prepared by t h e  ILCW a r e  more shooting 
from t h e  h i p  and n o t  based on s o l i d  theo log ica l  
s tudy.  But t h e r e  i s  no ques t ion  t h a t  t h e  ILCW has  
s t i r r e d  up some profound theo log ica l  problems t h a t  
need so lv ing  be fo re  one can go much f a r t h e r .  And 
they must be  solved r i g h t l y .  It would be w e l l  t h a t  
be fo re  one p a i n t s  himself i n t o  a corner ,  h e  should 
be c e r t a i n  of a l l  h i s  f a c t s ,  bo th  h i s t o r i c a l  and 
theo log ica l .  - 4 -  

Prof .  Robert Jenson, a s y s t e m t i c i a n  from 
Gettysburg, presented what was probably t h e  main 
essay,  o r  at. l e a s t  t h e  most c o n t r o v e r s i a l  one, "The 
Theslogy of t h e  Eucha r i s t i c  Prayer ,"  Be s t rong ly  
favored t h e  "Thanksgiving Prayer" (Euchar is t ic  
Prayer)  because it  is always proper t o  g ive  a doxo- 
l o g i c a l  r e c i t a t i o n  of Gsd's saving a c t s ,  Since 
P r o f c  J e n s ~ r a  does not accept  t h e  verbal i n s p i r a t i o n  
of the Sc r ip tu res9  t h e  New Testament r eco rds  of the 
institution s f  t h e  %grdVs Supper are r e a w  rubr ics  
from t h e  early C h r i s t i a n  c o m u n i t i e s ,  H e  held t h a t  
ehe best way t o  obey the sacramental mandate, "This 
do," was t o  r econs t ruc t  a Jewish Thanksgiving 
prayer which t he  Savior may have conceivably used 
a t  t h e  Passover ,  

P r o f ,  k t t f r i e d  Kxodel of Valparaisa, who had 
recent ly  suffered  a heart attack, arranged to have 
h i s  response read by P r o f .  Kenneth Karby, P ro f ,  
eodeqb, a noted Luther  scholar, asserted that  f o r  
t h e  proper eeaebratfon of the  L o r d ' s  Supper Augus- 
tine's d i c t m  w a s  fundamentaP: men the  Word 
comes ts the  element, i t  becomes a sacrament,   IS 
is classical Lutheran eheology which becomes 
clouded through ehe proposed long Eucharistic Prayer, 

D r ,  Gerkard Foerde, professor of Church H i s -  
t o r y  , Luther Theslogical Seminary , S t ,  Pau l ,  
a lso objected t o  the proposals s f  t h e  ILCW, since 
they were causes f o r  divisiveness and there is  
ensugh o f  t ha t  now, T h e r e  j u s t  d i d  not seem ts be 
any need fo r  any new forms s f  worship a t  t h i s  time. 
P r o f ,  Foerde was doubt fu l  t ha t  going bsck t o  the 
earlier supposedly more genuine f o r n ~ s  s f  celebra- 
t i o n  o f  the  LmrdQs Supper i n  the ebu~:ck would be 
any help ,  since apparenely abuses had also grow= 
aue s f  these, P r o f ,  Fserde raised one theolsgica% 
i ssue tha t  naturally caused considerable concern 
when he questioned whether a s a c r i f i c e  t o  God By 
Jesus could be  so  r e a d i l y  assumed, It was not en- 
t i r e l y  clear what h i s  v i e v o i n z  was o f  t he  vicarious 
s a t i s f a c t i o n .  
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The undersigned's Response t o  Prof.  Jenson's  
pos i t ion  on t h e  Lord's Supper i s  included i n  t h i s  
i s sue  of The Lutheran e 

A t  t h e  evening banquet, D r .  Q l i v e r  Olsen, 
Philadelphia,  spoke on "The L i tu rg ica l  Crisis i n  
the  Lutheran Church Today." Prof.  Olsen, who is  
a s p e c i a l i s t  i n  the  l i f e  and m i t i n g s  of Placius,  
asser ted  t h a t  everything done i n  worship must be 
i n  accord with t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  of Scr ip ture .  Since 
i n  recent  times i n  the  United S t a t e s  t h e r e  has been 
very l i t t l e  in-depth study of Luther 's  doc t r ine  
of the  sacraments and of Luther 's  contemporaries, 
he ca l l ed  f o r  such s tud ies  and asked the  LC-MS not  
t o  p u l l  out  of t h e  ILCW project  now, but  urged 
r a t h e r  t h a t  pressure be put on t h e  publishing 
houses (For t ress  P ress ,  APH, and CPH) t o  r e f r a i n  
from demanding immediate publ ica t ion of the  new 
hymnal (The - Lutheran Book of -- so t h a t  mor& 
t i m e  could be devoted towards achieving a b e t t e r  
understanding of t h e  doc t r ina l  aspects  of worship. 

The second day of the  S p p o s i m  was devoted 
t o  a d iscuss ion of "The Theology of t h e  Offertory,"  
with t h e  Rev. Hans Boehringer of Valparaiso and an 
LC-MS represen ta t ive  on t h e  ILCW, giving the  main 
presenta t ion.  Pastor  Boehringer summarized t h e  
h i s t o r y  of t h e  Offertory,  t r ac ing  i t  back t o  the  
l i t u r g i e s  of Hippolytus. There has always been, 
i n  one way o r  another,  a presenta t ion of the  e le -  
ments f o r  use i n  t h e  ce lebra t ion of t h e  sacrament, 
I n  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and a l s o  a t  t h e  t i m e  of Luther, 
people simultaneously with t h e  elements f o r  t h e  
sacrament brought g i f t s  t o  t h e  church t o  be d i s t r i b -  
uted among t h e  poor. He f e l t  t h a t  Luther would not  
object  t o  t h e  "Offertory." A t  any r a t e ,  our con- 
gregations today do no t  seem t o  object  t o  the  
"Sacr i f ice  of Praise" of bringing the  weekly o f fe r -  
ing t o  the  a l t a r  - although not  very much of i t  w i l l  
a c t u a l l y  g e t  t o  t h e  poor. 

Respondents were D r .  Lowell Green, professor 
of h i s t o r y ,  Appalachian State Universi ty,  Boone, 
North Carolina, and D r  Kenneth Korb y , department 
o f  re l ig ion ,  Valparaiso University. They not  only 
looked askance at the  Offertory processions buf 
also questioned some o f  the  h i s to r i ca l  conclusions 
drawn by the ILCW in defense of t he i r  version o f  
the  Offer tory ;  and they suggested tha t  the ILCW may 
have rejected the s e t t i n g  of the Passover recorded 
i n  t h e  f o u r  Gospels in favor of Hans Lietzmann's 
reconstructiuil in the  1920 ' s .  Warnings were also 
issued thae in connection w i t h  t he  Of fe r to ry  one 
should not  f o r g e t  the "Adamic cxaving t o  s a t i s f y  
God w i t h  our g i f t s . "  

All these essays should b e  ca re fu l ly  studied 
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LW 36, "The Sacrament Against t h e  Fanat ics ,"  
pp. 335-361. 

LW 37, "That These Words, e t c . " ,  esp .  pp. 55-78 

LW 37, "Confession Concerning C h r i s t ' s  Supper," 
esp.  pp. 180-195; 207-235; 303-333 

LW 38, "Admonition Concerning t h e  Sacrament, " 
esp .  pp. 102-124 

The Book of Concord, AC X, XXV; Ap. X; --- 
SA P a r t  111, I V ,  V ,  VI; LC V,  1-87; 
SD V I I ,  e sp .  73-106 

Sasse, Hermann, This  Is Body, -- 
(Npls: APH, 19591, pp. 164-176; 359-407 

Fagerberg, Holsten,  A New Look a t  t h e  Lutheran 
--I__-- 

Confessions (S t .  Louis: CPH, 1972), 
pp. 15-34; 162-205 

Preus,  Robert, The - 
(Mankat o : Lu th 
19551, pp. 170-192, "The Ef f i cacy  of 
Scr ip ture"  

, "The Power of God ' s Word, " CTM 34,8 
(August 1963), pp. 453-465 

THE ILCW AS FACTOR IN LUTHERANISM 

Concsrdia The09ogicaE Seminary 
Fort  Wa;me, Indiana 
44prj-"1 6 22, 1377 

by 

Pres. Em,  Bjarxe W e  Teigen 

A l v i n  Blantinga has sbse-med tha t  the onto- 
1sgiea.I argment f a r  the existence o f  &d has fasci- 
nated phi losophers  ever since it was Ssrmulated by 
S&, Lbse%m s f  Canterbury, He thinks that O C ~  ream 
son tha t  may pa r t l y  account f o r  i t s  fascbnat lon i s  
tb%c "=any s@ ~ h z  most knotty and d i f f f c ~ l t  preb- 
l e m s  meet in t h i s  argument: Is existence a ~ r o p e r t y ~ ?  
4 -1"G + z d - i - 4  t j--ear zx%stenej-a]. T.--%- ~ H < X & C ~ A ; ~ C ~ I ~ ~  3~~ "* -- ~ ~ r o p ~ s i c - & c ~  
s f  the form X exises -- ever necessarily true? Are 
existential propositions about what they seem to be 
about? A r e  there i n  any respectable sense o f  'are' 
sane abjects  t ha t  do not  exist?" PBaneinga asserts 
t ha t  "these issues and a hundred others arise i n  
connection with A n s e l m '  s argument ."I 

Ever since our blessed Savior instituted H i s  
Supper, the many theological problems t h a t  have 
eonfronted the church i n  the  p a s t ,  and stfll eon- 
f ron t  us, are involved in the interpretation of the 
Sacrament: The doctr2ne of the Unity in Tr in i t y  
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and t h e  T r i n i t y  i n  Unity; t h e  doc t r ine  of t h e  per- 
sona l  union and the r e s u l t a n t  cornunion of t h e  d iv ine  
and h m a n  n a t u r e s  i n  the person of C h r i s t ;  the v ica r -  
i ous  atonement; t h e  understanding of t h e  tern, %'$he 
Word of God"; t he  inherent power of t h e  Word of God ; 
the  meaning sf t h e  Gospel; t h e  funct ion  of the  pas to r  
i n  the admin i s t r a t ion  of ghe Gospel; t h e  s i g n i f i -  
cance of a mandatum D e i  f o r  the  church of God; the 

P 

proper d i s t i n c t i o n  between sacrament and s a c r i f i c e ;  
semi-Pelagianism and Arminianism i n  t h e  church, e tc ,  
I b e l i e v e  we c o d d  a l m s t  say,  as Plant inga  does 
&out Anselm's argument, t h a t  It these i s s u e s  and a 
hundred o t h e r s  a r i s e  i n  connection wi th  t h e  doc- 
t r i n e  of t h e  Lord 's  Supper." 

By way of in t roduc t ion  I should s t a t e  t h a t  
I have read two of P r o f ,  J ensonas  r ecen t  essays  
on the  Sacrament of t h e  A l t a r ,  "Eucharist:  Its Re$- 
a t i v e  Necessi ty,  Spec i f i c  k r r a n t  and Trad i t iona l  
Order," and "Liturgy of t h e  spirit  I s h a l l  re- 
fer t o  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  and t o  the  ILCW% pprpoosed 
s e r v i c e s  f o r  holy  cornunion, 

A s  a po in t  of depa r tu re ,  i t  would seem that 
there should be agreement on t h i s  fundamental prc- 
p o s i t i o n  regard ing  the t r u e  d o c t r i n e  of t he  Lard's 
Supper, namely, " tha t  t h e  Wsrd of God i s  no t  false 
o r  d e c e i t f u l 8 '  (SD V I I ,  961, For the Lutheran Con- 
f e s s ions ,  t h e  express ion  "the Word of God" i s  
c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e .  It has  a connection wi th  
t h e  Bible,  and i t  i s  used as an  equiva lent  t o  the 
Sc r ip tu res  (Ap. XXIII, 4; Ap. X I I ,  123 ) .  Hence, 
i t  i s  a l s o  used as a synonyPn f o r  the Gospel 
(LC V, 32) ;  and it can a l s o  r e f e r  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  
word of t h e  Holy Sc r ip tu res ,  as t h e  Sol id  Declara- 
t i o n  does wi th  r e spec t  t o  t h e  words of i n s t i t u -  
t i o n  a s  found i n  t h e  New Testament, "Chr i s t ' s  
word and testamentr '  (SD V I I ,  9 2 ) ,  

To t h e  Reformers t h e  Word of God is  a word of 
r e v e l a t i o n .  They thought t h a t  God n o t  only  can 
but  a c t u a l l y  has  revealed Himself. This  H e  has  

done i n  H i s  Son, J e sus  C h r i s t ,  and i n  H i s  mighty 
acts f o r  our sa lvae ion .  But k d  has accompanied 
H i s  mighty a c t  of redemption wi th  a divine cornen- 
kasy, a r e v e l a t i o n  no t  on ly  i n  evene but  a l s o  i n  
in te rpre ta t ion*  A s  far  a s  the i n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  
L o r d ' s  Supper i s  concerned, t h i s  r e v e l a t i s n  i n c l d e s  
h i s t o r i c a l  s ta tements ,  promises, c smands ,  and i n  
t h e  d i v i n e l y  i n q i r e d  comen ta ry  of Paul ,  warnings 
a r e  included,  Now, it appears t o  m e ,  i t  is a ques- 
t i o n  whether a l l  who have been invited t o  g e t  to- 
gether on a common Lutheran s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  ce l e -  
b r a t i o n  of the Lord 's  Supper are r e a l l y  agreed on 
this fundamental p o i n t ,  It i s  a ques t ion  in my 
mind, af ter  reading  P r o f .  Jenson's two essays ,  
whether h i s  s t a r t i n g  po in t  wo'ald be identical with 
or s i m i l a r  t o  many h s  are p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h i s  
venture. H e  speaks of " the event  of the Gospel" 
(Dialog, p ,  1231, To be s u r e ,  i t  w a s  ars event, 
bu t  i t  is a l s o  more, It i s  a p a r t  of a d i v i n e l y  
inspiPed record tha t  ne t  only informs bu t  a lso pem- 
suades and convinces, For example, Luther makes 
&he t e l l i n g  paint  t ha t  Jesus persuaded the  t w o  
Emaus d i s c i p l e s  of Sis resurrection on t h e  basis 
of Scr ip ture ,  "Christ, be fo re  they knew him, proved 
f u l l y  and clearly from the S c r i p t u r e s  t h a t  i t  be- 
hooved Chris% ts d i e  and t o  r i se  again from ehe 
dead. "3 P r o f .  Jenson also suggests t ha t  the "man- 
dates are located in various s t rands  and strata of 
the tradbrfarra" (Dialog, p ,  124.1, In  various places 
he uses the terms "canon" and "canonical ordin- 
ance,'9but I t  dBesn3 teem $0 m e  t ha t  it is clear 
whether he mans the fnspimd ScriQtures sr merely 
some ancient church rubr ics  o r  rules, 

I f  one accep t s  the  f o u r  records of the  Lord's 
Supper as divinely  inspi red  accounts, one w i l l  use 
a csnflatisn s f  these  eexts t o  seek es determLne 
p r e c i s e l y  what the Lord Jesus i n s t i t u t e d  and gave 
t o  His church t o  be r epea ted ,  Stseckhardt smmr- 
i z e s  t h e s e  t ex t s  about as we%% a s  can be done: 
"Also was der Herr i n  dnden h a t  und a u s t e i l t ,  
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To t h e  Reformers t h e  Word of God is  a word of 
r e v e l a t i o n .  They thought t h a t  God n o t  only  can 
but  a c t u a l l y  has  revealed Himself. This  H e  has  

done i n  H i s  Son, J e sus  C h r i s t ,  and i n  H i s  mighty 
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or s i m i l a r  t o  many h s  are p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h i s  
venture. H e  speaks of " the event  of the Gospel" 
(Dialog, p ,  1231, To be s u r e ,  i t  w a s  ars event, 
bu t  i t  is a l s o  more, It i s  a p a r t  of a d i v i n e l y  
inspiPed record tha t  ne t  only informs bu t  a lso pem- 
suades and convinces, For example, Luther makes 
&he t e l l i n g  paint  t ha t  Jesus persuaded the  t w o  
Emaus d i s c i p l e s  of Sis resurrection on t h e  basis 
of Scr ip ture ,  "Christ, be fo re  they knew him, proved 
f u l l y  and clearly from the S c r i p t u r e s  t h a t  i t  be- 
hooved Chris% ts d i e  and t o  r i se  again from ehe 
dead. "3 P r o f .  Jenson also suggests t ha t  the "man- 
dates are located in various s t rands  and strata of 
the tradbrfarra" (Dialog, p ,  124.1, In  various places 
he uses the terms "canon" and "canonical ordin- 
ance,'9but I t  dBesn3 teem $0 m e  t ha t  it is clear 
whether he mans the fnspimd ScriQtures sr merely 
some ancient church rubr ics  o r  rules, 

I f  one accep t s  the  f o u r  records of the  Lord's 
Supper as divinely  inspi red  accounts, one w i l l  use 
a csnflatisn s f  these  eexts t o  seek es determLne 
p r e c i s e l y  what the Lord Jesus i n s t i t u t e d  and gave 
t o  His church t o  be r epea ted ,  Stseckhardt smmr- 
i z e s  t h e s e  t ex t s  about as we%% a s  can be done: 
"Also was der Herr i n  dnden h a t  und a u s t e i l t ,  



was d i e  JCinger nehmen und essen,  das Brod, das ist 
der Leib Chr i s t i ,  den E r  i n  deg Tod g ib t ,  am Kreuz 
brechen und schlachten l g s s t . "  

From such a summary, i t  i s  evident t h a t  any 
considerat ion of the  Lord's Supper, o r ,  f o r  t ha t  
matter,  a l l  sacramental theology, needs a discus- 
s ion  of the  s a t i s f a c t i o  v i ca r i a ,  These words of 
Chr is t  i n  the  na r ra t ion  of the  i n s t i t u t i o n  of the 
sacrament, "given for  you, " "shed fo r  you, " "shed 
f o r  many, " "for the  remission of s i n s ,  " sure ly  say 
t ha t  Jesus Christ  i s  our High P r i e s t  and Lamb, who 
was s l a i n  f o r  our s i n s ;  t h a t  He a s  our Subst i tu te  
has reconciled us t o  God; t h a t  He was delivered fo r  
our offenses and ra i sed  again fo r  our j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
and has given Himself f o r  us an o f fe r ing  and a sac- 
r i f i c e  t o  God fo r  a sweet-smelling savor (Romans 
4:25-Eph. 5:2). 

It would seem tha t  before a f r u i t f u l  discus- 
s ion  of t he  Eucharist ic  Prayer and the  meaning and 
the  bene f i t s  of t h e  sacrament of t he  a l t a r  can pro- 
ceed, the re  would have t o  be  a common understand- 
ing of t h i s  fundamental doctr ine .  I f  t he r e  i s  no 
agreement here, i t  would hardly be p ro f i t ab l e  t o  
d iscuss  Aminianism and semi-Pelagianism with re-  
spect  t o  t he  Euchar is t ic  Prayer. I n  t h e  various 
recent  vers ions  of the  Euchar is t ic  Prayer that. I 
have examined, the re  is  very l i t t l e  about t h i s  fun- 
damental t r u t h  of the  v ica r ious  s a t i s f ac t i on .  In  the  
1976 vers ion (p5 16),  the  prayer c a l l s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
the  f a c t  t h a t  God promised t o  b l e s s  a l l  people 
through Abraham and t h a t  He rescued I s r a e l ,  and & i l e  
it mentions t ha t  a t  the proper time God sent  H i s  holy 
Son, nothing is sa id  about t h e  vicar ious  atonement. 
It is  indeed t r u e  t h a t  God rescued I s r a e l ,  but Lu- 
ther" words i n  h i s  "The Admonition Concerning the  
Sacrament" come t o  mind : "He has not redeemed us 
out of Egypt and the  Red Sea but  from s in s ,  death, 
h e l l ,  t h e  dev i l ,  ~ o d ' s  wrath, and a l l  misery, and has 
brought us  not  unto t he  physical land of Canaan but 

t o  an e t e rna l  r ighteousness,  l i f e ,  heaven, grace, and 
t o  God ~ i m s e l f "  (EW 38, 113). In  $he 1970 version 
(CW-2, p.  I s ) ,  the prayer r e c a l l s  t h a t  God made ma 
i n  H i s  o m  i m g e ,  the  c r o m  of ereation, and then it 
goes on t o  mention t h a t  through Abraham God promised 
t o  b l e s s  a l l  mankind, But i t  skips over the  b ig  
event, t ha t  through man's disobedience he l o s t  the  
image of God and brought death i n t o  the  world and 
a%$ our woe, In  the l i g h t  of t h i s ,  1 think t h a t  the 
object ions  that have been raised agains t  the wosd- 
ing of the confession of s ins  i n  the "Act of Recon- 
c i l i a t i o n "  (CW-2, p e g )  are well taken, One must 
admit that words such as " l e t  %as confess OUT sins be- 
f o r e  God and i n  the  presence of one another," and 
0 I w e  confess t o  you and t o  one another &hat w e  have 
sinned, both i n  our ac t ions  and in our failure to 
act,Ps sal~tl p r e t t y  anemic. They c e r t a i n l y  lend cre- 
dence t o  Sassess judgmmt: 99$he church P1oday l i v e s  
i n  a world t h a t  has l o s t  the  sense of s i n  and g u i l t  
i n  an appall ing way,"5 and they may even suggest 
t h i s  viewpoint has entered i n t o  the modern church. 
I f  so, then the  doctr ine  s f  the  vicarious atone- 
ment w i l l  na tu ra l ly  recede in to  the background and 
have little o r  no significance in t he  celebration o f  
the Lord's Supper, 

It. WOUM hardly  need t o  be stated that the  esn- 
fessional Lutheran would want to have t he  same 
Lord's Supper as our Savior 4ns t i tu ted  on the n ight  
i n  which Ne was betrayed and t o  make the use af it 
as the Savior wished h i m  e6 do,  Ts t h a t  end the 
church will note, as Luther does, t h i t  the  f a c t  of 
Christ's suffering and the  use of it are n o t  the 
same thing,  &rise's passion occurred bu t  once, on 
the cross, but  it would be o f  no benef i t ,  Luther 
declares, i f  i t  were not "d i s t r ibu ted ,  app l i ed  and 
put  t o  use. And how could it be put t o  use and 
distributed except through Word and sacrament" 
(LW 37, $93) .  This means tha t  we must follow 

anee, Luther s a y s  that 
d i tself ,  we should 
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anee, Luther s a y s  that 
d i tself ,  we should 



be s u f f i c i e n t l y  impelled and s t i r r e d  up so t h a t  w e  
do not  despise  it  or  regard i t  a s  unnecessary and 
ins ign i f i can t"  (LW 38, 104). SO, Luther t e l l s  
Becolampadius a t  Pl[arburg t h a t  "when God commands 
something, t h e  world must obey, and a l l  of us  should 
honor H i s  word," even i f  i t  i s  t o  pick up a piece of 
s traw (LW 3 8 , 5 4 ) *  There i s  not time here  t o  d iscuss  
i n  d e t a i l  the  matter of t h e  Mandata Dei,6 but  the  - 
Lutheran Confessions c l e a r l y  teach t h a t  t h e  presence 
of the  body and blood of Chr is t  i n  the  Sacrament de- 
pends upon Chr i s t ' s  own command (LC V, 8-14). 

Here i t  i s  necessary t o  take up a point  where 
I bel ieve  the re  is a fundamental d i f fe rence  between 
Prof. Jenson's presenta t ion of t h e  Lord's Supper and 
what I would take t o  be t h e  Book of Concord's, -- 
Prof. Jenson w r i t e s  i n  h i s  "Liturgy of the  Sp i r i t " :  
"Le t  me persuade you: We cannot a t  a l l  consecrate -- 
bread and wine t o  be the  body and blood of the  Lord -- - not  with the  e p i c l e s i s  and not  with the  verba, 

P 

and not with the  whole thanksgiving. We cannot do 
i t ,  not  because i t  is  too much fo r -us ,  but  because 
t h e r e  i s  nothing along t h i s  l i n e  t h a t  needs doing" 
(LQ, p .  195; emphasis by t h e  author)  . I f  t h i s  
should represent  the  general i n t e n t  of t h e  formula- 
t o r s  of t h e  Great Thanksgiving, i t  would open up 
many problems f o r  f u r t h e r  discussion.  F i r s t ,  with 
regard t o  the  meaning of the  Real Presence of the  
body and blood of Clbrist i n  the  sacrament. The 
Book of Concord holds t h a t  i t  is  more than, say ,  
the  presence of Chr is t  where two o r  t h r e e  a r e  gath- 
ered together i n  H i s  name, It i s  indeed t r u e  t h a t  
i t  i s  a presence t h a t  d e f i e s  explanation, but  "God 
has and knows var ious  ways t o  be present  a t  a cer-  
t a i n  place,"  and thel'one body of Chr is t  has  t h r e e  
d i f f e r e n t  modes, o r  a l l  t h r e e  modes, of being a t  
any given placef '  (SD V I I ,  97 -103) , Hence the  Con- 
fess ions  teach the  manducatio o r a l i s  and t h e  man- 
ducat io  indignorum of t h e  body and blood of Chr is t  
i n  t h e  sacrament a s  d i s t i n c t  from C h r i s t ' s  reple-  
t i v e  presence (SD V I I ,  GO), I don' t  know i f  t h e r e  
is agreement here  on the  Real Presence, but  t h e r e  

c e r t a i n l y  i s  some doubt about i t  s i n c e  t h e  se rv ice  
nowhere notes  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  manducatio 
indignorum, and I don' t  f ind  i t  i n  Prof Jenson's  
essays. 

But what c o n s t i t u t e s  the  Real Presence i n  t h e  
sacrament? It is  su re ly  t r u e  t h a t  we cannot do it 
ourselves: "No man's word o r  work, be it  t h e  m e r i t  
o r  t h e  speaking of t h e  minis ter ,  be it the  ea t ing  
and drinking o r  the  f a i t h  of the  comunicant ,  can 
e f f e c t  t h e  t r u e  presence of t h e  body and blood of 
Chr is t  i n  t h e  Supper" (SD V I I ,  74 a ) ,  Luther, who 
is the  pre-eminent expositor  of A r t i c l e  V I I  of the  
FC, has sa id  t h a t  mrist 's  body and blood a r e  2n 
t h e  sacrament "not on account of t h e  p a s t o r ' s  work 
o r  holiness, ' '  but  r a t h e r  because he obsewed t h e  
ordinat ion and i n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  church (LW 3 8 , 2 0 4 f ) .  
With regard t o  h i s  samamentak theology, Luther says: 
"'We jo in  t h e  water t o  t h e  Wsrd, a s  We cornatads us  
t o  do; however, not t h i s  ac t ion  of ours but C h r i s t ' s  
comand and ordinance makes it a baptism, Accord- 
ing  t o  H i s  comand, we  jo in  bread and wine t o  the  
Word of firis%, However, not  t h i s  a c t i o n  of ours 
but Chr i s t ' s  Word and ordinance e f f e c t  the  change" 
(W 38, 202).  Ss Eutherqs  thinking i s  centered 
upon God's a c t i v e  Word of consecrat ion when h e  says: 
"It is t h e  Word, I msrintain, which d i s t ingu i shes  it 
from mere bread and wine and c o n s t i t u t e s  i t  a sac- 
rament which is r i g h t l y  c a l l e d  & u i s t %  body and 
blood" (LC V, 18,1P)e Even more s p e c i f i c a l l y  in 
h i s  "The Sacrament Against t h e  ~ a n a t i c s  :' Luther 
says t h a t  "when w e  say these  words over the  bread, 
then He i s  t r u l y  presen$, and y e t  it 5 s  a mere 
word and voice  tha t  one hears .  . For a s  soon as 
Chr is t  says: 'This is my body,' His body i s  present  
through t h e  Word and t h e  power of t h e  IlQly Ghost. 
I f  the  Word is  not  the re ,  i t  i s  were bread; but as 
soon as t h e  words are added, they bring d t h  them 
t h a t  of which they speak" (EW 36,  341). What's 
more, Luther a s s e r t s  t h a t  i t  i s  a "man-made opinion" 
t o  th ink  t h a t  God is here  "performing some kind of 
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and not with the  whole thanksgiving. We cannot do 
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the  presence of Chr is t  where two o r  t h r e e  a r e  gath- 
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c e r t a i n l y  i s  some doubt about i t  s i n c e  t h e  se rv ice  
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sacrament? It is  su re ly  t r u e  t h a t  we cannot do it 
ourselves: "No man's word o r  work, be it  t h e  m e r i t  
o r  t h e  speaking of t h e  minis ter ,  be it the  ea t ing  
and drinking o r  the  f a i t h  of the  comunicant ,  can 
e f f e c t  t h e  t r u e  presence of t h e  body and blood of 
Chr is t  i n  t h e  Supper" (SD V I I ,  74 a ) ,  Luther, who 
is the  pre-eminent expositor  of A r t i c l e  V I I  of the  
FC, has sa id  t h a t  mrist 's  body and blood a r e  2n 
t h e  sacrament "not on account of t h e  p a s t o r ' s  work 
o r  holiness, ' '  but  r a t h e r  because he obsewed t h e  
ordinat ion and i n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  church (LW 3 8 , 2 0 4 f ) .  
With regard t o  h i s  samamentak theology, Luther says: 
"'We jo in  t h e  water t o  t h e  Wsrd, a s  We cornatads us  
t o  do; however, not t h i s  ac t ion  of ours but C h r i s t ' s  
comand and ordinance makes it a baptism, Accord- 
ing  t o  H i s  comand, we  jo in  bread and wine t o  the  
Word of firis%, However, not  t h i s  a c t i o n  of ours 
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hocus-pocus. " Rather,  "He has put  Himself i n t o  t h e  
Word and through t h e  Word He pu t s  Himself i n t o  t h e  
bread a lso"  ( ~ ~ . 3 6 , 3 4 3 ) .  Luther he re  confesses t h e  
d o c t r i n e  of t h e  inhe ren t  power of t h e  Word of God, 
which i s  so fundamental t o  Lutheranism t h a t  i t  
should no t  need much d iscuss ion .  A s  t h e  dogma- 
t i c i a n s  say,  t h e  Word i s  not  only a principium 

bu t  a l s o  a operandi ,  Let 
m e  be so  bold on t h i s  campus a s  t o  borrow f r o m  t h e  
w r i t i n g s  of Pres ident  Robert Preus : "Although men 
preach t h e  Gospel, i t  is  neve r the le s s  God's Gospel 
(Romans 1:l; 15:16; 2 Cor.7: l l ;  1 Thess. 2:2,9) .  
God's Word and Gospel a r e  never empty and s t e r i l e ,  
bu t  a c t i v e  and c r e a t i v e  (1  Thess. 2:13). . . . 
Wtaence does t h e  m i t t e n ,  spoken, and sacramental 
Word de r ive  i t s  power? Our answer t o  t h i s  impor- 
t a n t  ques t ion  must b e  three-fold:  It must b e  
~ r i n i t a r i a n . " g  It is  because of t h i s  S c r i p t u r a l  
d o c t r i n e  t h a t  t h e  Formula dec la re s :  "For t h e  t r u t h -  
f u l  and almighty words of J e sus  Chr i s t  which He 
spoke i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  were no t  only e f f i c a -  
c ious  i n  t h e  f i r s t  Supper but  they s t i l l  r e t a i n  
t h e i r  v a l i d i t y  and e f f i c a c i o u s  power i n  a l l  p l aces  
where H i s  words a r e  used, and t h e  body and blood of 
Chr i s t  a r e  t r u l y  p resen t ,  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  and received 
by t h e  v i r t u e  and potency s f  t h e  same words which 
Chr i s t  spoke i n  t h e  f i r s t  Supper. For whereaver we 
observe His i n s t i t u t i o n  and speak His words over  
the bread and t h e  cup and d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  b lessed  
bread and cup, Chr i s t  Himself i s  s t i l l  a c t i v e  
through t h e  spoken m r d s  by v i r t u e  of t h e  f i r s t  
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  which H e  wants t o  be repeated" 
(SD VII, 75).  

Perhaps one f i n a l  word of c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on 
t h i s  poin t :  The o f f i c i a n t  i s  only  t h e  servant  of 
J e sus  Chrrlst, a c t i n g  i n  mrist 's  s t e a d ,  "For Qalslest 
wants t o  a s s u r e  us ,  a s  was necessary,  t h a t  t h e  Word 
is e f f i c a c i o u s  when i t  is  de l ive red  by men and t h a t  

d n o t  look f o r  another  word from heaven9' 

But with the cornand o f  '"his do" there i s  t he  
grac ious  promise. Hence Luther says t ha t  " th i s  sac- 
rament i s  the  Gospel" (I,$$ 36, 289).  "The forg ive-  
ness of s ins ,  l i f e  eternal, i;nd the kingdam n f  hea- 
.Fen are astached t o  these insignificant and, as f"% 

would seem, carnal th ings  by the  Vord of md," 
Luther could s ta te  a t  the  ?4a.*,a-burg Colloquy (T,W,36, 
3 &&~Jid in h i s  "6~nEession Concerning Christ's 

8 a- 
 pel" T,utbem concludes ;i12t i l ~  whr? dr inks  of 

cup p e a u y  driaks t - c l e  hlancl of Chr i s t  2nd 
:orn,:iveness of sins or  ~ k e  S ? i i i i k  o f  a i r j - s t ,  

f o r  tliese are , -nieix;p;l  -I;.. and w i & h  -;he cup" 
"T3.1  ".? 225; Zf:! s L i ~ r t ,  -2h~ L ~ y - d ' s  Sup-aer Ln a ?+ "2,s d i p  rpii 

s%crsrneat, j2enee9 In d<scugsix?g i g  we ~ 5 s t  d o  as 
tile Apol.ogy :iecl.are;, iiinkt. scmE: V r G p e r  d i s t i n c -  
t i o n s  o r  we ComE ~ ~ n d e r  '?lato k l abe l  sf being 
"'poor CooksPVBApe 23i5V, 7-61 , 
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askb : fiut whae~ does it: rmea2 23 regiember H<j% ~ i z ] l e ~  
than to praise, l i s i ; ~ n  ta, procLai~n,  laud, thank, 
and honor t he  grace and mercy which iie has shobm 
us  An ehrist?" (LV 3 8 ,  165) But owe p r e a c l ~ e ~ ,  
praises, honors, gives thanks, because " t h i s  i s  a 
t r u e  God who gives and does not  receive, who helps  
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and does not  l e t  Himself be helped,  who teaches  and 
r u l e s  and does not  l e t  Himself be  taught  o r  ru l ed .  
In s h o r t ,  H e  does and gives everything and H e  has  
weed of no one; H e  does a l l  t h ings  f r e e l y  out  of 
pure grace  without mer i t ,  f o r  t h e  unworthy and un- 
deserving,  yes ,  f o r  the damned and Isst" ((LW 38,107),  

Bow, s p e c i f i c a l l y  wi th  regard t o  t h e  term 
"Eucharis t ic  Prayer ,"  i t  seems t o  be somewhat vague 
i n  i t s  usage* Luther Reed says  t h a t  i n  Lutheran 
use i t  is  "the Prayer  of Thanksgiving i n  Holy Corn- 
munfon, beginning with t h e  Preface, and concluding 
w i t h  t h e  ~ a n c t u s .  "9 I n  today ' s  d iscuss ion  t h e  
t e r m  is ev iden t ly  more broadly used, i nc lud ing  
everything a f t e r  t h e  bread and wine have been made 
ready up t o  t h e  distribueion (CW-2, pp,  13-19), 

The Lutheran Cmfessions cl@arly r e j e c t  the  
sacr i f ice  s f  t h e  Mass a s  expressed i n  t h e  Roman . 

Canon (SD V B I ,  109; SA 11, 10, 11; etc, )  But t h e  
Apology does mke some re fe rences  t o  t h e  early 
Gbristian p raye r s  used i n  the  camunion l i t u r g i e s .  
h e  reference i s  used t o  a f f i m  the  bod i ly  presence 
of Chr i s t  i n  the sacrament, bu t  it is  a r e fe rence  
to an e a r l y  e p i c l e s i s  i n  which "the pr ies t  clearly 
prays  t h a t  the bread may be  changed and become the  
very  body of ChristsP (Ape X, 2). La-r i n  the 
Apslagy (Ap. X I V ,  881, &lanajhtEaon actualay quotes 
a prayer  from t h e  Greek cannon which i s  "at t he  
beginning s f  the mfssa fide$ium In the  l i t u r g y  of 
~hry-~;rsstom" ((Tappert, p, 265, Note / / 3 ) .  But the 
Apaslsgy c a r e f u l l y  explains t h a t  if w e  understand 
the prayer  proper ly  i t  is not offensive,  s i n c e  i t  
prays that w e  might be made  worthy ts o f f e r  prayers  
and supp l i ca t ions  and b loodless  sacrif ices  f o r  the  
people, mere is a l s o  i n  t h e  same a r t i c l e  a refer- 
ence t o  the  Greek Cmsn (93) expla in ing  t h a t  t h e  
l i t u r g y  s f  Chrysostom does no t  apply t h e  o f f e r i n g  
a s  a s a t i s f a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  dead because it  a p p l i e s  
equa l ly  to a l l  t h e  blessed p a t r i a r c h s ,  prophets ,  
and prophets ,  a d  a p o s t l e s ,  And t h e r e f o r e  i t  seems 
t h a t  t h e  e e e k s  o f f e r  i t  only as a thanksgiving.  

The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Apology mkes use  s f  Greek 
eucharistic prayers i n  t h i s  ;k-PagP would indicate  tha t  
the u s e  o f  such a prayer  need not  be se u s b i b l i -  - 
eal. But what i s  important is  tha t  one keeps clear 
ebe diszinetisa between the sacramenturn and the  sac- ----- .-- 
rif%c%ume Afgex quoting a statemeze by Gypxian about -- 
&he godly communfcan&, the Apelogy notes t h a t  "p ie ty  
distinguishes betwee3 1i4la~ is give= 2nd what i s  for-  
given; 1 6  conpares the grmtrn@s -if cadas blessings 
w i t h  ~ k e  greatness of our iBLa, oua sfat sad OUI 

death;  and i L  gives t i~anka ,  Fzsm t h i s  t he  terar 
'eucharist$c' i n  the &G;cl~B' (kp, :<XIV, 761, 
Lukher comienks l a  a s%milxr way ~11en he says thzt  
t f  Christ c o ~ p ~ e t ~ ~ y  separa~es the  "--- 

L ~ O  ma t t e r s ,  aae- 
-- ~r,s.metLt and remembraec%, ~ g h e n  Re saysf "0 t h i s  I.3 

a a =  remewbrance s f  m?, \ .. The remzmbranee as lageed 
s ~ ~ p p o s e d  t o  be a eacrff iee of ",~anksglving; b u t  ::he 
secrarnent BzseBf should ~ 3 t  be a s a c r i f i c e  but a 
e7 I-& L 0% Gjd xhi~h 13e hkes gpjen t 4  a-nd which 

-- 3kouId Cake and re,c.ziv~ wieh t!msks, k ' ~ r  t h i s  rea-- 
son P th ink that the ancients called this o f f i c e  
eucharistia, or sacramencum e u e h a r 3 , ~ $ ~ e ,  t h z t  i s ,  ---.----- <------- -- - ------ 
a thanksgiving" ((LW 3 8 ,  1221, 

The Refarmatian Fst5ers cerca%aPy urge &hat we 
rzma%el&er our S ~ T J ~ ~ T  $glaaXagi-~fag and praise ,  bn$ll 
kp a-d"-Prl B X -" , ;<rid 8~ ~ e e d  Eut zhe $or ~ 9 ~ 2 ~  SE - always  5 j 1 ~  ~g9ica~ 1~1:s 5;At32- ,L2if  . ~ ; ; : ~ I ; i . ~ , ~ ~  zs~efts 
--* r,L&, q#m 2 p t y ~ e  j-s~ner sad sp$s$ da i  3 ~ i ~ ~ ~ i l $  '3  ~ ~ 2 ~ - ~ $ c : g ~  

Chi, tt:ar t i l e  heayt  pc~zzars  z$odc t F L e  =sSerLcz b-rtt~ ~:2e 
- C  - P > 
abe of tBeze sacr~~-~.en& and pr~P>:?,t; -,3Kcjifie,rse bcn2Tig~ 
06 the Son sf Gua,  the Kedlatsr, sg"aak fur t8s : c e ~ ~  <;n*d 
f a r  Q Q ~  salvazion aseelp~$- s ~ r  humku fIp& acid c r fe i&" j  
%t 3n the cross %or our r e d e a ~ p ~ i o s  Cc tttz Fd'Eiler an2 
poured out  R i s  blood in a most ernte% cieatk and that  
9e is t h i s  Supper co~municates t o  us Elis body t o  b e  
eaten and H i s  blood ts be dr.a~nk tha t  Me might in. 
t h i s  most sure  pledge apply  ts the  believers the  
benefits of t he  New ~estament .lo In  t h i s  context, 
a e m n f t z  w i l l  refer t o  the euchar is t ic  prayers  s f  
men, such as Cyril and Basil, ete,  (Cf, p ,  4 1 8 ) ,  
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The Lutheran Cmfessions cl@arly r e j e c t  the  
sacr i f ice  s f  t h e  Mass a s  expressed i n  t h e  Roman . 

Canon (SD V B I ,  109; SA 11, 10, 11; etc, )  But t h e  
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rif%c%ume Afgex quoting a statemeze by Gypxian about -- 
&he godly communfcan&, the Apelogy notes t h a t  "p ie ty  
distinguishes betwee3 1i4la~ is give= 2nd what i s  for-  
given; 1 6  conpares the grmtrn@s -if cadas blessings 
w i t h  ~ k e  greatness of our iBLa, oua sfat sad OUI 

death;  and i L  gives t i~anka ,  Fzsm t h i s  t he  terar 
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L ~ O  ma t t e r s ,  aae- 
-- ~r,s.metLt and remembraec%, ~ g h e n  Re saysf "0 t h i s  I.3 

a a =  remewbrance s f  m?, \ .. The remzmbranee as lageed 
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e7 I-& L 0% Gjd xhi~h 13e hkes gpjen t 4  a-nd which 

-- 3kouId Cake and re,c.ziv~ wieh t!msks, k ' ~ r  t h i s  rea-- 
son P th ink that the ancients called this o f f i c e  
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a thanksgiving" ((LW 3 8 ,  1221, 
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kp a-d"-Prl B X -" , ;<rid 8~ ~ e e d  Eut zhe $or ~ 9 ~ 2 ~  SE - always  5 j 1 ~  ~g9ica~ 1~1:s 5;At32- ,L2if  . ~ ; ; : ~ I ; i . ~ , ~ ~  zs~efts 
--* r,L&, q#m 2 p t y ~ e  j-s~ner sad sp$s$ da i  3 ~ i ~ ~ ~ i l $  '3  ~ ~ 2 ~ - ~ $ c : g ~  
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- C  - P > 
abe of tBeze sacr~~-~.en& and pr~P>:?,t; -,3Kcjifie,rse bcn2Tig~ 
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But t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Confessions and t h e  Lutheran 
Fathers  d id  no t  condemn out  of hand some of t h e  
e a r l y  church e u c h a r i s t i c  prayers ,  d ~ e s  no t  mean 
t h a t  one should now wi l ly-n i l ly  inco rpora t e  them 
i n t o  our  c e l e b r a t i o n  of t h e  Lord 's  Supper, The 
c i r c m s t a n c e s  are d i f f e r e n t ,  For example, i t  has  
o f t e n  been noted t h a t  by 1526 Luther had e l i d n a t e d  
these prayers  and l e t  t h e  bare words of i n s t i t u t i o n  
s tand out  i n  g r e a t  prominence, I f  t h e  words sf in-  
s t i t u t i o n  a r e  embedded i n  a long prayer ,  a s  t h e  ones  
t h a t  have r e c e n t l y  been proposed, toge ther  wi th  many 
o the r  p a r t s  of Sc r ip tu re  t h a t  are "deed wordssr 
(The t t e l  Wort) and n o t  "cornand words" (Pileissel 

W 37,  180-%go), then t h e  words a r e  no t  t h e  
.- - 

chief  t h ing  i n  t h e  sacrament, I f  t h e  purpose of 
t h e  long e u c h a r i s t i c  prayer  i s  t o  convey e s s e n t i -  
a l l y  t h e  idea  t h a t  t h e  Lord 's  Supper i s  i n  some 
way a re-presenta t ion  of wha& happened t o  Je sus  on 
t h a t  n i g h t  i n  which H e  was betrayed,  a  s o r t  of re -  
enac t ing  o r  present  r e a c t u a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  l a s t  
meal J e sus  and t h e  d i s c i p l e s  have toge the r ,  then 
one, f o r  t h e  sake of confession,  would n o t  use  i t ,  
For t h e  Lord 's  Supper i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  g i f t  of 
grace  from H i m  who o f fe red  up Himself once f o r  a l l ,  
when H e  o f f e red  up Himself (Heb, 7:27). 

A s  i t  i s  put  t oge the r ,  t h e  E u c h a r i s t i c  P raye r s  
t h a t  have been proposed do g ive  a semi-Pelagian 
e f f e c t ,  s i n c e  the  impression i s  l e f t  t h a t  grayer ,  
as an a c t i v i t y  of our  f a i t h ,  i s  a con t r ibu t ing  fac-  
t o r  t o  t h e  substance of t h e  Lord" Supper. 
D r ,  S t romen ,  i n  h i s  I963 r e sea rch  of t h e  a t t i t u d e s  
and b e l i e f s  of Lutheran youth, eoncluded t h a t  many 
Lutheran youth had no understanding of t h e  Lutheran 
d o c t r i n e  of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and t h a t  t hose  who do per-  
ce ive  this d o c t r i n e  "show a  theology that i s  mre 
Arminian than  Lutheran . "I1 Nine yea r s  l a t e r ,  
Strommen and h i s  a s s o c i a t e s ,  a f t e r  widening t h e  re- 
search  group t o  inc lude  those up t o  s ix ty - f ive  
yea r s  o ld ,  found t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  were e s s e n t i a l l y  
no d i f f e r e n t :  "About two o u t  of f i v e  Lutherans be- 
l i e v e  i n  s a l v a t i o n  by works."12 

It c e r t a i n l y  is  the course of wisdom to look 
a t  the  theology of a l l  those wkao throughout the 
&,istian w r % d  are advocat ing t he  use  of the 
Eucharist ic  Brayer be fo re  we fo l low i n  t h e i r  f o o t  
s teps ,  P sugges t  t h a t  w e  can take a page from 
Aesop's sensible fox, who after  taking a look  at 
the f o o t p r i n t s  a t  t he  mouth o f  the  lion's cave, 
all o f  which led inward, respectfully bu t  firmly 
rejected the  li d l y  invitation t o  enter 
with t h e  words: terrent , - 
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THE USE OF THE LUTmM CONFESSIONS 
IN LATIN MERIGAN MISSIONS OF 

THE EVhWGELICAL SYNOD 

Missionary Theodore F. Kuster 

The purpose of t h i s  paper i s  t o  review 
b r i e f l y  t h e  Lutheran Confessions, comparing some 
of t h e  d o c t r i n a l  problems f ac ing  t h e  e a r l y  Luther-  
an  Church t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w e  face a s  mission- 
a r i e s  i n  L a t i n  h e r i c a ,  It w i l l  n o t  be poss ib l e  
t o  cover every d o c t r i n a l  divergence which w e  f i n d  
i n  t h e  so-called " e v a t m g e l i c a l q ~ o m u n i t y  in L a t i n  
Armerica. Nor w i l l  i t  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  c i t e  books 
o r  sermons as proof of f a l s e  p o s i t i o n s ,  i n  such 
a s h o r t  paper ,  We w i l l  emphasize t h e  d i f f i c u l -  
t ies fac ing  the framers of t h e  Lutheran Confes- 
s i o n s  and gray  t h a t  t h e  reader  w i l l  be  encsur- 
aged t o  cont inue  h i s  p r i v a t e  s tudy and appl ica-  
t i o n  of t h e  same $0 h i s  o m  s i t u a t i o n ,  

The Lutheran Confessions a r e  t h e  t h r e e  Univer- 
sal  a r f s t i a n  Creeds (Apost les ,  Mieene, and 
Athanasian) and t h e  d i s t i n c t l y  Lutheran Confes- 
s ions :  h g s b u r g  Confession, Apology of t h e  Augs- 
burg Confession, Smalcald A r t i c l e s ,  Small Cate- 
chism, Large Catechism, and Formula of Concord, 

The a t t i t u d e  of t h e  Lutheran Church towards 
i t s  d o c t r i n a l  s ta tements  i s  d i s t i n c t :  



9. Reed, Luther , The Lutheran Li turgy ,  Phi lade l -  - 
phis: Muehlenberg P r e s s ,  1947, p .  646. 

10.  Preuss ,  Ed., ed.,  Martin Chemnitz, Examen, 
Ber l in ,  1861, p .  322 & 410. 

11. S t romen ,  Merton P. ,  P r o f i l e s  of Church Youth, - 
S t .  Louis: CPH, 1963, p .  243, 

12. Strommen, Merton P . ,  e t  . a l e ,  A of 
Generations, Mpls. : APH, 1972, p .  289- 

THE USE OF THE LUTmM CONFESSIONS 
IN LATIN MERIGAN MISSIONS OF 

THE EVhWGELICAL SYNOD 

Missionary Theodore F. Kuster 

The purpose of t h i s  paper i s  t o  review 
b r i e f l y  t h e  Lutheran Confessions, comparing some 
of t h e  d o c t r i n a l  problems f ac ing  t h e  e a r l y  Luther-  
an  Church t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w e  face a s  mission- 
a r i e s  i n  L a t i n  h e r i c a ,  It w i l l  n o t  be poss ib l e  
t o  cover every d o c t r i n a l  divergence which w e  f i n d  
i n  t h e  so-called " e v a t m g e l i c a l q ~ o m u n i t y  in L a t i n  
Armerica. Nor w i l l  i t  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  c i t e  books 
o r  sermons as proof of f a l s e  p o s i t i o n s ,  i n  such 
a s h o r t  paper ,  We w i l l  emphasize t h e  d i f f i c u l -  
t ies fac ing  the framers of t h e  Lutheran Confes- 
s i o n s  and gray  t h a t  t h e  reader  w i l l  be  encsur- 
aged t o  cont inue  h i s  p r i v a t e  s tudy and appl ica-  
t i o n  of t h e  same $0 h i s  o m  s i t u a t i o n ,  

The Lutheran Confessions a r e  t h e  t h r e e  Univer- 
sal  a r f s t i a n  Creeds (Apost les ,  Mieene, and 
Athanasian) and t h e  d i s t i n c t l y  Lutheran Confes- 
s ions :  h g s b u r g  Confession, Apology of t h e  Augs- 
burg Confession, Smalcald A r t i c l e s ,  Small Cate- 
chism, Large Catechism, and Formula of Concord, 

The a t t i t u d e  of t h e  Lutheran Church towards 
i t s  d o c t r i n a l  s ta tements  i s  d i s t i n c t :  



... Holy S c r i p t u r e  alone is  t o  be r e -  
garded a s  t h e  s o l e  r u l e  and norm by 
which absolute%y a l l  d o c t r i n e s  and 
t eache r s  a r e  t o  be judged, p,7,  s ec ,6 ,*  

The Lutheran symbols, t he re fo re ,  a r e  
not  intended t o  supplant  t h e  Sc r ip tu res ,  
nor do they do so .  They do, however, 
set f o r t h  what has  been a t  a l l  t imes 
t h e  unaminous understanding of t h e  
pure C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e  adhered t o  by 
s i n c e r e  and Poyal Lutherans e v e r y h e r e ;  
and, a t  t h e  same time, they show con- 
v inc ing ly  f r o m  t h e  Sc r ip tu res  t h a t  
our f o r e f a t h e r s  d i d  indeed manfully 
confess  noth ing  bu t  k d ' s  e t e r n a l  
t r u t h ,  which every a r i s t i a n  i s  i n  
duty bound ts and c o n s i s t e n t l y  always . 
w i l l ,  believe, teach, and confess .  
i b i d ,  

Most of the mission groups w i t h  which we a r e  
i n  eon tac t  i n  L a t i n  h e r i e a  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  young 
o rgan iza t ions ,  when compared t o  the 397 year k is -  
t o r y  of our Book of Concord, Many sf them date  
t h e i r  beginnings from the  early p a r t  of t h i s  cen- 
t u r y  dur ing  t h e  "Great Revival9' and other such 
r e l i g i o u s  movements, Some are break-offs  from 
larger and o l d e r  churches* Some are f r ank ly  i n  
competi t ion with the mission programs of the  par- 
e n t  church, a f t en  c r i t i c i z e d  as being "colde', "un- 
respsas ive9 ' ,  o r  "'fua% of social  Gospel," kbst 
a r e  non-creedal, and i n  p r a c t i c e  al low a g r e a t  
l a t i t u d e  i n  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  and p r a c t i c e ,  b inding  
l e a d e r s  and workers t o  an ambiguously worded s t a t e -  
ment of t h e  most obvious C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f s .  &ny 
equate confessionaLfsm wi th  Rornanism, It i s  n o t  

* Unless o therwise  noted a l l  page numbers r e f e r  t o  
t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  In t roduc t ion  t o  t h e  Concordia 
T r i g l o t ,  S t .  Louis, 1917. 

s t r ange  t o  f i n d  among t h e  "evangel ical"  man-in- 
the-pew t h e  idea  t h a t  any r e l i g i o u s  formula which 
i s  unchanging, s e t ,  and repea ted  i s  Roman Cathol ic .  
S t i l l  o t h e r  groups, such a s  t h e  non-Christian Mor- 
mons and Jelaovak Wi$nesses, r e j e c t  t h e  Universal  
Creeds and, i n  e f f e c t ,  t h e  Bib le ,  submitting t h e i r  
o m  books as d o c t r i n a l  explanat ions  which t ake  
precedence over t h e  Bib le .  

To continue to be  t h e  t r u e  Lutheran Church 
i n  L a t i n  America, d o c t r i n a l  confess ions  and doc- 
t r i n a l  pledges to these  m i t i n g s  a r e  as neees- 
s a ry  a s  they were i n  t h e  days of t h e  Reformers. 

Many e n t h u s i a s t s  were roaming about 
a t  t h a t  t ime, each i n  t u r n ,  spread- 
i n g  new s i l l y  nonsense...and such 
tormehting s p i r i t s  a r e  n o t  lacking  
a t  any t i m e . . . .  A d o c t r i n a l  pledge 
was wecessary i n  o rde r  c o r r e c t l y  
t o  acknowledge &d and c a l l  upon 
Him t o  presezpve harmony i n  the 
Church, and t o  blgidle t h e  audaci ty  
06 suck as inven t  new d o c t r i n e s *  
p 9 ,  see .  7 

The Small Gatechtsm i s  perhaps t h e  most w e l l -  
h o r n  and well-used of our Lutheran Confessions 
i n  La t in  America. The U r g e  Catechism and the 
SmaPcald A r t i c l e s  a r e  t h e  only  sther docmen t s  
from the Book of Concord wai lable  i n  Spanish, 
A l l  a r e  publislaed sepa ra t e ly ,  and found i n  the 
c o l l e c t i o n  "Ohas -- de  & r t i n  Luteresss Vol, V, pub- 
l i s h e d  by E d i t o r i a l  Paidos,  Buenos Aires .  

The S m l l  Catechism i s  perhaps t h e  most use- 
f u l  of our missionary t s o l s .  It f u l f i l l l a  for u s  
mny  of the s m e  purposes f o r  which ie w a s  m i t t e n  
by Luther.  It is  e s p e c i a l l y  fo r  the young and the 
unlearned. Luther sa id :  
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Catechism i s  an i n s t r u c t i o n  whereby 
heathen who d e s i r e  t o  become Chr is t ians  
a r e  taught and shown what they must be- 
l i e v e ,  do, not do, and know about 
C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  g .  63, see ,  82.  

Because of h i s  problems with t h e  so-called 
"enthusiasts" Luther added a s  supplements the  
p a r t s  t r e a t i n g  of Baptism, t h e  Lord's Supper, and 
Confession t o  h i s  f i r s t  catechism, The "enthusi- 
a s t s "  of h i s  day were very s imi lar  t o  those of 
our day, 

It i s  of e spec ia l  i n t e r e s t  t o  note t h a t  Luther 
t r i e d  t o  i n t e r e s t  the  f a t h e r s  and mothers i n  
the  work of teaching the  catechism t o  t h e i r  ch i l -  
dren. He w a s  convinced t h a t  without t h e i r  a c t i v e  
cooperation i n  t h e  home, he could not  ge t  f a r  
with the  chi ldren i n  the  church, H e  sa id :  

For i f  t h e  parents  and guardians 
of t h e  young a r e  unwilling t o  take  
such pains with t h e  young, e i t h e r  
personally o r  through o the rs ,  
Catechism w i l l  never be e s t a b l  ished , 
p. 69, sec ,  90, 

The Chr is t ian  homes should again 
become home churches, home schools,  
h e r e  the  housefathers were both 
house p r i e s t s  and house teachers ,  
performing t h e  o f f i c e  of' t h e  minis t ry  
t h e r e  j u s t  a s  t h e  pas to r s  did i n  t h e  
churches, p ,  70, see ,  90. 

Those with experience i n  t h e  home mission 
f i e l d  w i l l  quickly recognize t h i s  a s  a continu- 
ing problem a r e a ,  How much more important f o r  us,  
when makfng a new beginning i n  Latin America, t o  
begin by pu t t ing  the  Catechism i n  i ts r i g h t f u l  
place: i n  t h e  home. We teach parents  t o  be  house 
p r i e s t s  and house teachers.  

Luther a l s o  used t h e  Catechism i n  the  church. 
O n  Sundays, a f t e r  the  semon, the  Catechism was 
read t o  t h e  people, a eustom which became a f i x -  
t u r e  i n  many s f  the  larger c i t i e s *  Luther was 
church grs&Jth minded i n  t h i s .  He  wanted the  Cate- 
chism read i n  church, , ,  

... in order that they may be ab le  
t o  defend t h e i r  f a i t h ,  and i n  t i m e  
teach o the rs  and help  t o  increase  
t h e  kingdom of God. p.71 ,  sec .  91. 

But we are i n  need o f  such orders  
f o r  the  sake of those  who a r e  s t i l l  
t o  become Chr i s t i ans  o r  t o  grow 
s t r o n g e r . . , t h i s  is  done f o r  the  sake 
of t h e  unlearned and t h e  young people, 
who should and must be exercised d a i l y  
and brought up i n  the Scr ip tu res ,  t h e  
Word of God, t h a t  they way became 
accustomed t o  the  Scr ip ture ,  s k i l l e d ,  
f l u e n t ,  and a t  home i n  it, in order 
t h a t  they may be able t o  defend t h e i r  
f a i t h  and i n  time teach o the rs  and 
he lp  t o  increase  the  kingdom of mrist .  
For t h e i r  sake one must read, s ing ,  
preach, ~ a i t e ,  and compose. h d  i f  
i t  would he lp  and promote this aim, I 
would have a l l  b e l l s  rung, a l l  organs 
played, and everything tha t  i s  capable 
sf giving sound t o  sound f o r t h ,  Per 
the Catholic s e m i e e s  are so damnable,,. 
and do not adapt them t o  the  young and 
unlearnede,.t%aat is of the d e v i l ,  - i b i d ,  

It was ehe duty  s f  every Christian t o  learn 
constant ly ,  i n  order  that  he could teach &he next 
person, This i s  one of our basic p r inc ip les  o f  
church growth, 
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Since the  Small Catechism is  the  one main work 
of the  Confessions which we have i n  Spanish, we 
have trea%ed i t s  use,  In  order t o  understand some 
of the  d o c t r i n a l  content of the  Book of Concord we 
wow tu rn  our a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  l a r g e s t  sec t ion ,  the  
Formula of Concord, The Formula is divided i n t o  
two sec t ions  : the  , or a b r i e f  sumary  of 
the  main d o c t r i n a l  points  i n  1 2  a r t i c l e s ;  and the  

Declarat ion,  which i s  a comprehensive sum- 
mary of t h e  same mate r i a l .  The main e f f e c t  of the  
wri t ing  of t h e  Formula of Concord was t o  e l iminate  
the  " s p i r i t  of Melanchthon" from the  Lutheran 
Church of the  16th Century. Instead of basing the  
un i ty  of the  church on a wishy-washy compromise 
of d o c t r i n a l  d i f fe rences ,  t h e  Formula s t a t e d  i n  
c l e a r  terms the  t r u e  doct r ine .  P h i l i p  Melanchthon 
was a champion of t h e  t r u t h  while Luther l i v e d ,  
but  soon a f t e r  Luther 's  death he began t o  compro- 
mise and t o  teach c e r t a i n  doc t r ines  which caused . 
grea t  damage i n  t h e  young church. 

The s p i r i t  of Melanchthon was the  
s p i r i t  of r e l i g i o u s  indi f ference  
and of unionism, which, though 
thoroughly eliminated by the  Formula 
of Concord, was from t i m e  t o  time 
revived within t h e  Lutheran Church 
by such men a s  Calixtus,  Spener, 
Zinzendorf, Neander, and i n  our 
own country, S,S, Schmuckex. p *  106, 
see ,  134, 

The men named above share  many of the  same 
pos i t ions  we f ind  among t h e  "evangelical" mission- 
a ry  of today, Since they were Lutherans it  would 
serve  us  we l l  t o  study t h e i r  examples, not ing 
how easy it  i s  f o r  t h e  leaven of f a l s e  doc t r ine  
and f a l s e  d o c t r i n a l  emphasis t o  en te r  t h e  church, 

can pick and choose what he considers the  b e s t  
p a r t s  of d i f f e r i n g  r e l i g i o u s  systems, 

H i s  main idea w a s  t h a t  the  pr ime 
object  of theology was not  so much 
p u r i t y  of doc t r ine  as a Chr is t ian  
l i f e ;  hence h i s  un ion i s t i c  tendency 
towards the  Catholic and Reformed 
churches,,  , ,he advoeaeed, as a basis 
f o r  union, t h e  teachings of the  
Church of the  f i r s t  f i ve  cen tu r ies ,  
(Lutheran Cyclopedia, I952 ed .) 
_ _ _ B _ _ P  

P h i l l i p  Spener (1635-1705) i s  regarded as 
the  fa the r  of '$pie~isrn.'' A s  senior  pastor  a t  
Rankfort-on-main, he introduced private devo- 
t i o n a l  gatherings,  twice a week, i n  h i s  house. 
mere is  nothing mong w i t h  p r i v a t e  devotionib% 
gatherings,  but Spener fos te red  t he  idea of a 
two d a s s  congrega&isn: the "real" Chris t ians  
and t h e  ordinary Chr i s t i ans ,  The ''reah Chsia- 
r ians were the  more s p i r i t u a l ,  

In  1675 he published h i s  P i a  Desideria, 
P 

which atexacted wide a t t e n t i o n ,  I n  
the  f irst  p a r t  are pictured the dep lor -  
able eonditians in the Church a s  he 
sa~g them, and, secondly, h e l p f u l  mea- 
sures were proposed f o r  the i r  improve- 
ment, seress being laid especially on 
personal p i e t y  by means of' private 
Bwstional  gatherings,  (Luth -- Cye,) 

Count Nicolans Zinzendorf (1908-1760) was 
the  founder of the Moravian murch, He  traveled 
widely and purchased a large estate where he 
wished t o  bui ld  up a community s f  heart-and- 
soul  a ~ r i s t i a n s  , 

George Calixtus (1586-1656) was considered 
the leader  of "syncretism"; t h e  idea  t h a t  one 
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_ _ _ B _ _ P  
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The chief  purpose of t h e  Church a s  
conceived by him was t o  c a r r y  on 
e v a n g e l i s t i c  work i n  Chr i s t i an  and 
heathen coun t r i e s  .... a s t rong  union- 
i s t i c  tendency was developed and is  
maintained t o  t h i s  d a y . , , . t h e y  have 
been p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c t i v e  i n  fo re ign  
mission f i e l d .  ( l u t h .  Cyc 1 

Under t h e  in f luence  of men l i k e  Cal ix ,  Spener, 
and Zinzendorf t h e  flame of p i e t i sm was fanned and 
spread ,  so  t h a t  w e  f i n d  i t  i n  many of t h e  church 
bodies  of today. Most of t h e  "evangel ical"  mission 
groups we f i n d  i n  L a t i n  America a r e  t o  a g r e a t e r  
o r  l e s s e r  ex ten t  inf luenced by p ie t i sm.  Because 
of t h e  many p a r a l l e l s  we f i n d  i n  t h e  work of our 
oppos i t ion  with e a r l y  p ie t i sm,  w e  quote t h e  e n t i r e  
a r t i c l e  on t h a t  sub jec t  from t h e  Lutheran Cyclopedia* 

A movement of t h e  l a t e  17 th  and 
e a r l y  18th  c e n t u r i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
p r e v a i l i n g  orthodoxism, i n  s p i t e  
of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  men l i k e  Arndt,  
Herberger,  and Nieo la i  t r i e d  t o  
combine f u l l  orthodoxy wi th  s p i r i t -  
u a l  l i f e .  The main causes  a r e  
undoubtedly t o  be  found i n  t h e  con- 
d i t i o n s  fol lowing t h e  T h i r t y  Years' 
War, when a genera t ion  of people 
which had become estranged from an 
o r d e r l y  church l i f e  had t o  be t r a i n e d  
i n  t h e  f a i t h  and i n  t h e  ordinances 
of t h e  Church. Nen l i k e  Grossgebauer 
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of j u s t i f i -  
c a t i o n  had been s t r e s s e d  i n  a one- 
s ided  way, a t  t h e  expense of s a n c t i -  
f i c a t i o n ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  f r u i t s  of f a i t h  
were o f t e n  no t  apparent  and t h e   con^ 

g rega t iona l  l i f e  was cha rac te r i zed  by 
a dead formalism, I n  combating t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  a Reformed leaven was added 

t o  t h e  Lutheran mass, so  t h a t  t h e  
f i n a l  r e s u l t  was an ennotionalism 
which deprecated t h e  power of t h e  means 
of grace  a s  such and s t r e s s e d  s p i r i t -  
u a l  exe rc i se s  a s  being more important ,  
P h i l i p  Jacob Spener i n  Frankfurt  be- 
came t h e  l eade r  i n  t h e  P i e t i s t i c  
Bbvement, e s p e c i a l l y  by e s t a b l i s h -  
i n g  h i s  conven t i c l e s  o r  ECCMSIO 
IN ECCLESPA, groups i n  which t h e  
p ious ly  i n c l i n e d  could exe rc i se  
themselves i n  forms of C h r i s t i a n  
conduct, e s p e c i a l l y  by an emotional 
r e f l e c t i n g  on i n n e r  exper iences-  
P ie t i sm sponsored c h i e f l y  t h r e e  
fundamental e r r o r s :  l ) t h e  concept 
"piety" is  separa ted  from t h e  means 
of grace  and thus  placed i n  a f a l s e  
r e l a t i o n  t o  r e l i g i o n  and sa lva t ion ;  
2) t h e  concept "orthodoxy" is  m i s -  
understood and misapplied,  s o  t h a t  
i n d i f f e r e n t i s m  wi th  regard t o  norm- 
a t i v e  i n f o m a t i o n  from Holy W r i t  is 
u n d e r e s t i m a t e 8  4) t h e r e  is erron-  
eous teaching  on t h e  concepts  of 
" s p i r i t s '  and g ' l e t t e r " ,  " s p i r i t "  and 
"f lesh".  Ch~t of t h e s e  e r r o r s  g rew  a 
eontemnpt f o r  t h e  means of grace,  an 
underest imation of the o f f i c e  of the 
C h r i s t i a n  min i s t ry ,  mixture of sancti- 
f i c a t i o n  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  eh i l iasm,  
a false mys%ieism, and a genera l  
schismat ic  a t t i t u d e ,  Men like Eoeseher 
opposed Pietism, especialby i n  h i s  
mSCHULDIGE NACMRIGHTEN and h i s  
TEMOTmUS VEWINUS, Nevertheless the 
movement spread ts Le ipz ig  and Balle, 
where August Hemann Francke, other- 
wise a ve ry  e a r n e s t  and devout Chris- 
t i an  theologian ,  took over the  stress 
on t he  "fee%ing" o f  c m t r i t l s w  and the 
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"fee l ing"  of grace.  One of the  
consequences of t h e  P i e t i s t i c  move- 
ment, which placed pious d e s i r e s  and 
emotions be fo re  t h e  pure d o c t r i n e ,  
w a s  an increased  amount of r a t i o n a l -  
i z i n g  t h a t  f i n a l l y  opened t h e  way t o  
Rationalism. 

John Brenz, Martin Chemnitz, and many o the r  
champions of Lutheran orthodoxy were t h e  i n s t r u -  
ments used by God t o  secure  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  gained 
by Luther f o r  t h e  fol lowing genera t ions ,  They 
d i d  so,  no t  by a t t a c k i n g  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o r  
p r a c t i c e s  of t h e  opponents, bu t  by exposing t h e  
undergirding f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s ,  
The s i t u a t i o n  i s  no t  so  d i f f e r e n t  today between 
Lutheranism and t h e  s e c t s .  W e  could do no b e t t e r  
than t o  l e a r n  from our Lutheran Confessions, 

Luther r epea ted ly  pointed out  t h a t  t h e  ch ie f  
danger i n  a l l  f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  i s  t h a t  t h e  d e v i l  
wants t o  rob u s  of Chr i s t .  The a t t a c k  i s  most 
o f t e n  three-pronged: t h e  d e v i l  wants u s  t o  deny 
t h a t  Chr i s t  i s  God, t h a t  C h r i s t  i s  man, and t h a t  
C h r i s t  earned s a l v a t i o n  f o r  u s .  

It was t h e  f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  of j u s t i -  
f i c a t i o n  which made Luther a  most 
miserable  man, It was t h e  pure doc- 
t r i n e  a s  taught  by S t *  Paul  which 
f r eed  h i s  conscience,  t ranspor ted  
him i n t o  pa rad i se ,  a s  he himself p u t s  
i t ,  and made him t h e  Reformer s f  t h e  
a u r c h .  Ever s ince ,  p u r i t y  of doc- 
t r i n e  was he ld ,  by Luther and a11 t r u e  
Lutheran theologians,  t o  be  of para- 
mount import t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and t h e  
Church, p. 104, s ec .  132. 

The miters of t h e  Formula of Concord con t inua l ly  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  main themes, A l l  t h e  12 a r t i c l e s  
e i t h e r  treat of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h  d i r e c t l y ,  o r  
r e f l e c t  i t  as does t h e  moon t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  sun, 
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There were many con t rove r s i e s  rag ing  af ter  t h e  
dea th  of Luther ,  W e  can mentisn only a few, h e  
was a d i f f e r e n c e  of opinion over ceremonies. S ~ m e  
tsok an extreme vie- much like t h e  present  day 
"evangel icals ,"  and threw ou t  a l l  t h e  o ld  t r a d i -  
t i o n s  and ceremonies, s t r i p p i n g  t h e  churches of 
a l l  a r t  and decora t ion ,  p r o h i b i t i n g  musical i n s t r u -  
ments and any remnants of t h e  Roman mass. 

A r t i c l e  X of t h e  Formula of Concord resolved 
t h e  mat te r  of ceremonies wi th  some of t h e  fsllaw- 
i ng  s tatements:  

Ceremonies which God h a s  n e i t h e r  
commanded nor p roh ib i t ed  a r e  
adiaphora and, o the r  t h i n g s  being 
equal ,  may b e  observed o r  omit ted,  
adopted, o r  r e j e c t e d ,  However, 
under circumstances t e s t i n g  one ' s  
f a i t h ,  they may become a ma t t e r  of 
p r i n c i p l e  and conscience. Such i s  
t h e  case  wherever and whenever they 
a r e  demanded a s  necessary ,  o r  when 
t h e i r  i n t roduc t ion  involves  a  d e n i a l  
of t h e  t r u t h  and admission of e r r o r ,  
an infr ingement  of C h r i s t i a n  l i b e r t y ,  
an  encouragement of errsrists and 
of t h e  enemies of t h e  Church, a r e  
d i shea r t en ing  of t h e  confessors  of 
t h e  t r u t h ,  o r  an  o f f e n s e  t o  Chris- 
t i a n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  weak,,,Noth- 
i n g  i s  a n  adiaphoron when confess ion  
and o f fense  a r e  involved.  T r i g l ,  p.  109f . ,  
s ec .  139. 

Another controversy sprang up around the! use  
of good works. The opponents used t h e  phrase: 
Good works a r e  necessary  - f o r  s a l v a t i o n ,  The same 
thought i s  found i n  same L a t i n  h e r i c a n  ''evangel- 
i c a l "  mission theology,  A c e r t a i n  song proclaims 
t h i s  e r r o r :  
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Another controversy sprang up around the! use  
of good works. The opponents used t h e  phrase: 
Good works a r e  necessary  - f o r  s a l v a t i o n ,  The same 
thought i s  found i n  same L a t i n  h e r i c a n  ''evangel- 
i c a l "  mission theology,  A c e r t a i n  song proclaims 
t h i s  e r r o r :  



Trus t  and obey 
For t h e r e ' s  no o t h e r  way 
To b e  happy i n  Je sus  
But t o  t r u s t  and obey. 

The "evangel ical"  u se  of personal  testimony re- 
f l e c t s  t h e  confusion among t h e  "evangel ical"  
l a i t y  on t h i s  po in t .  Much is made of what God 
d id  f o r  m e  and what I did  f o r  Gsd, The hope of 
s a l v a t i o n  seems t o  sp r ing  equal ly  from both as-  
p e c t s  of t h e  testimony, 

A r t i c l e  I V  of t h e  Formula of Concord s t a t e s :  

Good works c e r t a i n l y  and without  
doubt fo l low t r u e  f a i th . , . , good  
works should be  e n t i r e l y  excluded 
i n  t h e  a r t i c l e  of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
b e f o r e  God.. . . (Chr i s t i ans )  a r e  
bound t o  do good works,,  . .not from 
coercion o r  t h e  d r i v i n g  of t h e  
Law, b u t  from a voluntary  s p i r i t  ... t h i s  vo lun ta r iness  i n  t h e  e l e c t  
c h i l d r e n  of God i s  no t  p e r f e c t ,  bu t  
burdened wi th  g r e a t  weaknesseee  
f o r  t h e  sake  of t h e  Lord Chr i s t ,  
t h e  Lord does not  impute t h i s  
w e a h e s s  t o  H i s  e l e c t . , , . n o t  works 
maintain f a i t h  and s a l v a t i o n  i n  u s ,  
b u t  t h e  S p i r i t  of God a lone ,  
through f a i t h ,  of whose presence 
and indwell ing goods words a r e  
evidences,  T r i g l .  E p i t ,  p ,  797,7549, 

The fol lowing argument is heard much i n  t h e  
Latin American "evangel ical"  community. "s ince  
a l l  who a r e  no t  converted o r  f i n a l l y  saved must 
blame no t  God, bu t  themselves, f o r  r e j e c t i n g  
gsaee, those  too ,  who a r e  converted must be  
c r e d i t e d  wi th  a t  l e a s t  a smal l  sha re  in t h e  work 
of t h e i r  s a l v a t i o n ,  t h a t  is  t o  say ,  d t h  a better 
conduct toward grace than  t h e  conduct of t hose  
who a r e  l o s t , ' '  p. 4125, see .  159, This w a s  t h e  so  
c a l l e d  "synergis t s"  of t h e  1 6 t h  Century, 
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A r t i c l e  I1 of t h e  Formula of Concord d e a l t  wi th  
t h i s  e r r o r :  

... t h a t  i n  consequence of Adam's f a l l  
man i s  s p i r i t u a l l y  dead and u t t e r l y  
unable t o  c o n t r i b u t e  i n  any degree o r  
manner toward h i s  o m  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
and conversion; moreover, t h a t ,  being 
an enemy of God, man, of h i s  o m  
n a t u r a l  power, i s  a c t i v e  only i n  re- 
s i s t i n g  t h e  saving e f f o r t s  of God, as 
we l l  as a b l e  and prone only t o  do so;  
t h a t  God a lone  and i n  every r e spec t  
i s  t h e  author  of man's conversion, 
perseverance,  and f i n a l  s a lva t ion ;  
and t h a t ,  s i n c e  t h e  grace  s f  God is 
u n i v e r s a l  and e a r n e s t l y  p ro f fe red ,  
man a lone  i s  r e spons ib le  f ~ r ,  and 
t h e  cause o f ,  h i s  o m  damnation, 
p.  125, s e e ,  152. 

Af ter  only a few minutes of l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  
average "evangel ical"  preacher  i n  Lat in  America, 
w e  r e a l i z e  t h e  wide gulf  which s e p a r a t e s  him from 
Luther .  I n  h i s  40 t h e s e s  f o r  t h e  Heidelberg Dispu- 
t a t i o n  i n  I518 Luther s a i d :  "A man des i rous  of 
obta in ing  grace  by doing what h e  i s  a b l e  t o  d s  adds 
s i n  t o  s i n ,  becoming doubly g u i l t y , ,  , .It is  certain 
t h a t  a man must u t t e r l y  despa i r  of himself i n  o rde r  
t o  become a p t  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  grace  of God*" 
Rather,  w e  hear  a type  of 'fppull-yoaarself-up-by- 
your-om-bootstraps" theology i n  many " ~ v a r r g e l i c a l ~ '  
temples,  Some f o r c e  t h e  s i n n e r  t o  c l e a n  up h i s  
l i f e  and coazduct be fo re  he  is  considered a Chris-  
t i a n  o r  a member of t h e  church. With such an 
emphasis on what "I must do t o  be  saved", i t  I s  
s m a l l  wonder t h a t  t h e  genera l  "evangellicalJ' of 
today i n  L a t i n  America knows l i t t l e  of t h e  
B i b l i c a l  d o c t r i n e  of f r e e  w i l l ,  Many speak e x a c t l y  
l i k e  Erasmus i n  h i s  deba te  wi th  Luther  over t h i s  
poin t :  "Free w i l l  is  t h e  a b i l i t y  of t h e  human 
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w i l l  according t o  which man i s  a b l e  t o  e i t h e r  t o  
tu rn  himself t o  what l eads  t o  e t e r n a l  s l ava t ion  o r  
t o  tu rn  away from it." Some take the  s o f t e r  view 
of ~ e l a n c h t h o n ' s  so-alled th ree  f a c t o r  theory; 

m n  hears  the  Vard of God, and 
the  Holy S p i r i t  produces s p i r i t u a l  
a f f e c t i o n s  in h i s  hea r t ,  the w i l l  can 
e i t h e r  assent ar  t u r n  agains t  i t ,  I n  
t h i s  way Melanchthon a r r i v e s  a t  the  
formula, wer after  s tereotype w l t h  
him, t h a t  the re  are t h r e e  concurring 
causes i n  the process of conversion; 
the  Word of God, the  Holy S p i r i t ,  and 
the  hufnan w i l l ,  which indeed, i s  not  
idle, but  s t r i v e s  against i t s  i n f i r m i t y *  
p,  128, s e e o  154* 

The Formula of Concord r e p l i e d  i n  c l a s s i c  
terms :: 

The Holy S c r i p t u r e s  a s c r i b e  conversion, 
f a i t h  i n  Chris t ,  regenerat ion,  renewal, 
and a l l  tha t  belongs t o  t h e i r  e f f i ca -  
cious beginning and completion, not ts 
the  human powers of t he  na tu r a l  free 
w i l l ,  nei ther  e n t i r e l y ,  nor h a l f ,  nor 
i n  any, even t he  least or  most incon- 
s ide rab le  part, bu t  I N  SBLIDIW, t h a t  iss 
en t i r e ly  and s o l e l y ,  t o  the d i v i n e  work- 
ing  and the  Holy S p i r i t , , , , t h e  preach- 
ing and hearing of God's &Jord a r e  i n s t r u -  
ments of t h e  Holy m o s t ,  by, d t h ,  and 
through which H e  desires t o  work e f f i c a -  
c ious ly ,  and t a  convert men t o  h d ,  and 
t o  work i n  them both t o  w i l l  and t o  do ,  
p ,  143, s e e ,  166. 

me controversy about t h e  presence o r  absence 
of o r i g i n a l  s i n  i n  t h e  humn person i s  important 
t o  US s ince  t h i s  po%nt is of ten  discussed &en 

dealing with those who deny i n f a n t  baptism. Many 
who deny baptism t o  i n f a n t s  take  t h e i r  comfort i n  
the  idea  t h a t  "the ch i ld  i s  born without s i n f '  o r  
t h a t  t h e  ch i ld  does not commit s i n  u n t i l  i t  
reaches the  age of d i sc re t ion .  A t  t h a t  time t h e  
ch i ld  w i l l  "accept" Chr is t  a d  be baptized a s  a 
s ign  of having "accepted." 

The Formula of Concord i n  A r t i c l e  I explained 
o r i g i n a l  s i n  i n  these  words: 

Or iginal  s i n  is not a s l i g h t ,  but  so  
deep a corruption of human na tu re  t h a t  
nothing heal thy or  uncsrrupt has re-  
mained i n  man's body o r  sou l ,  i n  his 
inner  o r  outward powers , - , the  damage 
i s  unspeakable, and cannot be d i s -  
cerned by reason, but  only from God's 
Word. T r i g l .  Epi t .  p .  981 

Three important words must be c l e a r l y  defined 
i n  order t o  apprecia te  t h e  Formula of Concord i n  
A r t i c l e  111 "Of t h e  Righteousness of Fa i th  before 
God ." They a r e  1 )  IMPUTE: To consider a s  belong- 
ing ,  t o  a t t r i b u t e ,  t o  charge t o  a person; 
2) INFUSE: To introduce a s  by pouring, t o  pour 
i n  o r  mingle i n ;  and, 3) F0RF;eSSIC: Per ta in ing t o  
cour t  o r  publ ic  debate, a spoken or  m i t t e n  exer- 
c i s e  o r  dec la ra t ion  i n  argumentation. The d i f f e r -  
ence between t h e  Lutheran and t h e  Roman Catholic 
doc t r ine  of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  was abandoned soon a f t e r  
t h e  death of Luther when some denied the  forens ic  
conception of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by imputation s f  t h e  
mer i t s  of Chr i s t ,  and returned t o  t h e  Roman view 
s f  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by infus ion,  p. 153, J u s t i f i c a -  
t i o n  was re legated  t o  something whereby t h e  
be l i ever  can make a s t a r t  and then go on t o  
higher things.  The focus of many "evangelicals9'  
today i s  t h e  same, away from C h r i s t ' s  experience 
t o  t h e i r  own, from t h e  ob jec t ive  t o  t h e  subject -  
ive .  (See Present  Truth pamphlet: "Protestant  
Revivalism, Pentecostalism, and t h e  D r i f t  Back t o  
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Tlrae m i t e r s  of t h e  Formula of Concord c l e a r l y  
s t a ted  t h a t  t h e  Chr i s t i an  f a i t h  r e s t s  s o l e l y  on 
the  ALISENA IUSTITIA, on t h e  ob jec t ive  righteous- 
ness of a r i s t ,  which i s  d t h o u t  us ,  and i s  
offered i n  t h e  k s p e l  and received by t h e  s inner  
i n  f a i t h ,  p ,  155 The opponents sa id :  

... the  juse i f i cac ion  is not  an 
act by which Gad declares  a wan j u s t ,  
but  an a c t  by which He a c t u a l l y  m k e s  
him inherent ly  j u s t  and r ighteous,  
t h a t  It is not  an imputation of a 
r ighteousness e x i s t i n g  ou t s ide  of man, 
but  an a c t u a l  infus ion of a r ighteous- 
ness  dwelling i n  man, t h a t  i t  i s  not  
a mere a c q u i t t a l  from s i n  and g u i l t ,  
but  regenerat ion,  renewal, s a n c t i f i -  
ea t ion  and i n t e r n a l ,  physical  cleans- . 
ing  from s i n ;  t h a t  i t  i s  not  a for-  
ens ic  or  j u d i & d a c t  ou t s ide  of man 
sr a declara t fon concerning msanss 
standing before God and h i s  r e l a t i o n  
t o  him, but  a s o r t  of medicinal pro- 
cess  wi th in  man; ... t h a t  f a i t h  does 
not j u s t i f y  on account of the  th ing 
ou t s ide  of man i n  which i t  t r u s t s  
a& upon which it r e l i e s ,  but  by 
reason o f  t h e  th ing which i t  i n t r o -  
duces and produces i n  a n ,  t h a t  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i s  never ins tan ta -  
nesus and complete, but  gradual and 
progressive.  p ,  155 

The fundameneal t r u t h  in the doc t r ine  of t h e  
Fsrmla i s  very p r a c t i c a l  and eas i ly  seen* mile 
Luther would urge an alarmed s inner  ts t r u s t  i n  
the mer i ts  of mrist alone f o r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and 
sa lvat ion,  t h e  opponents would lead that s inner  
t o  r e l y  on t h e  new l i f e  of d iv ine  ssisdom, holf - 
ness  and r ighteousness dwelling i n  h i s  o m  h e a r t ,  
p a  155 T'he f i r s t  i s  Lutheran, t h e  second is  

A r t i c l e  111 of t h e  Formula of Concord c l e a r l y  
s t a t e s  what comprises the  Lutheran Chr is t ian  f a i t h :  

... i t  is the  e n t i r e  Chr is t  according 
t o  both natures ,  i n  h i s  obedience 
alone,  which as God and man He ren- 
dered t o  the  Father even unto death, 
and thereby merited f o r  u s  t h e  forgive- 
ness of s i n s  and e t e r n a l  l i f e . , . & d  
forgives  us  our  s i n s  out  of pure 
grace, without any work, mer i t ,  o r  
worthiness of ours preceeding, present ,  
o r  following, t h a t  h e  presents  and 
imputes t o  u s  the  r ighteousness of 
C h r i s t ' s  obedience, on account of 
which r ighteousness we a r e  received 
i n t o  grace by God, and regarded a s  
r ighteous  ... Fai th  alone i s  t h e  means 
and instrument whereby we l a y  hold 
of C h r i s t , ,  . , t h i s  f a i t h ,  , i s  a g i f t  
of God by which we come t o  t h e  r i g h t  
knowledge of Ckrfst  a s  our Redeemer 
i n  the  Word of t h e  Gospel.. , t h e  word 
11 j u s t i f y "  means. . ts absolve, t o  

dec la re  f r e e  from s i n s , , ,  ,Many weak- 
nesses and de fec t s  c l i n g  t o  the  t r u e  
be l i evers ,  , ,even t o  t h e  grave, s t f l l  
they must not  on t h a t  account doubt 
e i t h e r  t h e i r  r ighteousness Wlkbich has 
been imputed t o  them by f a i t h ,  a r  t h e  
sa lva t ion  of t h e i r  souls ,  but  must 
regard it a s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  fo r  C h r i s t ' s  
sake, according t o  t h e  promise and 
i m a v a b l e  Word of t h e  Holy Gospel, 
they have a gracious God,.,.""We a r e  
j u s t i f i e d  and saved alone by f a i t h  i n  
Christ. ' '  T r i g l . ,  Epi t . ,  p. 793.795. 

&man Catholic,  and i n  many cases Latin h e r i c a n  
evangelicalism. - 38 - 
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There a r e  two doc t r ines  t r ea ted  i n  A r t i c l e s  
VIP and VIII which a r e  ca l led  "., ,two doct r ines  
which perhaps more than any other  serve  as the  
ac id  t e s t  h e t h e r  the  fundamental a t t i t u d e  of a 
ehurch o r  a theologian i s  t r u l y  Scr ip tu ra l  and 
f u l l y  f r e e  from every r a t i o n a l i s t i c  and enthusi-  
a s t i c  in fec t ion , "  p. 172 'Pfaese two doct r ines  a r e  
"The Lord's Supper" and "The Person of Christ". 
Calvin, using reason over Scr ip ture ,  denied t h e  
r e a l  presence of t h e  body of Chr is t  i n  t h e  sacra- 
ment. The body could not  be present  i n  many places 
a t  one t i m e ,  according t o  h i s  log ic ,  and so was 
not  present  i n  t h e  ~ o r d ' s  Supper. The Lord's 
Supper was f o r  Calvin a cowoemorative meal, much 
l i k e  a test imnial l .  d inner ,  

The Formula of Concord says i n  regard t o  the  
person of Chr is t :  

... the  d iv ine  and human natures o f  
Chris t  a r e  personally un i t ed , ,  ,are 
not mingled i n t o  one substance, nor 
t h e  one changed i n t o  t h e  o the r ,  bu t  
t h a t  each r e t a i n s  %es o m  e s s e n t i a l  
propert ies, . ,TRis union 1s not such 
a copulation and conneckion, . .as  when 
two boards a r e  glued together,  where 
ne i the r  gives aarg~thing t o  the  o ther  
o r  takes  anything from the  o the r .  
But here  i s  the h ighes t  comunion, 
*ich Gsd truly has d t h  t h e  assumed 
man, from which personall. unlon, and 
t h e  h ighes t  and i n e f f a b l e  cornunion 
r e s u l t i n g  therefrom, t h e r e  flows 
everything humran t h a t  i s  s a i d  and 
believed concerning God, and every- 
th ing d iv ine  t h a t  is sa id  and belfeved 
concerning t h e  man Christ...God i s  
wsan and man is God. .,Mary conceived 
and bore not  a mere man and no mre, 
but t h e  true Son of God the re fo re  she 
a l s o  i s  r i g h t l y  ca l l ed  and t r u l y  i s  

t h e  mother of God.., that i t  was not a 
mere man who suffered,  died,  e t c . , . b u t  
a man whose human na tu re  has such a 
profound, i n e f f a b l e  union and comunion 
with t h e  Son of God t h a t  it i s  one 
person with H i m  .... henee be a l s o  i s  
a b l e  and i t  is very easy f o r  him t o  
impart.  . . h i s  t r u e  body and blood i n  
the  Holy Supper, not according t o  the  
node and property of the r i g h t  hand s f  
God., ,which presence is  not  physical  
o r  e a r t h l y . ,  ,never theless  i t  i s  t r u e  
and s u b s t a n t i a l ,  as the  words of h i s  
testament read: "'TIhis i s ,  i s ,  i s  my 
body, e t c e s ' , , , , C h r i s t  i s  and remains t o  
a l l  e t e r n i t y  Gad and man i n  one undivided 
person, which, next t o  the Eoly T r i n i t y ,  
i s , , , t h e  h ighes t  mystery, upon which 
our only consolat ioh,  life, and salva- 
t i o n  depends, E p i t . ,  p. 821.823@ 

&ny other  doet r ines  are t r ea ted  i n  the 
Formula of Concord which w e  w i l l  not  have t i m e  t o  
t r a c e  i n  t h i s  papers S u f f i c e  i t  t o  say,  one i s  
astonished a t  the  t imelessness s f  t he  Book of 
Concord, T h i s  i s  not a treatise on s o c i a l  prob- 
l e m s ,  s~hieh a r e  constant ly  changing, b u t  a work 
dealing with the  grea&est s f  ail problems which 
ever faced madind:  SIN, and the kd-given so lu-  
t i o n  f o r  s i n ,  C m I S T ,  The problem i s  still the 
same today, and so i s  t he  s o l u t i o n ,  

It is  of utmost importance f o r  thsse s f  us 
who work as miss ionar ies  i n  Lat in  h e r i c a  to re- 
study and r e c o m i t  surseZves ts our Bssk of Con- 
cord,  h e  s f  t h e  most precious g i f t s  we  can give 
the  young Lutheran Church i n  Lat in  h e r i c a  i s  t o  
place i n  i ts hands a espy of t h e  Book of Concord. 
They need it a s  much a s  w e  do, It is  hard t o  
f ind  a place i n  t h e  world today %&ere t h e  old 
old e r r o r s  a r e  being taught with such fervor  a s  
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i n  t h e  many "evangel ical"  mission groups w e  f i n d  
i n  La t in  America, There i s  s t i l l  a bat t le-ground,  
t h e r e  is  still a need f o r  t h e  work of t h e  Lutheran 
Refomers ,  

AUREL IUS AUGUSTINUS 

Miss Eleanor W i  Ison 

( ~ d i t o r ' s  Note: The fol lowing a r t i c l e  on Augus- 
t i n e  was prepared by M i s s  Eleanor Wilson a s  a 
Bib le  Class  s tudy p r o j e c t  i n  connect ion with t h e  
c l a s s '  s tudy of I Believe,  a of t h e  Ecumen- -- 
i c a l  Creeds. bv ?i. W. Teiee;. Miss Wilson, a 

.I U 

member of Grace Lutheran Church, %dison, W i s . ,  
t h e  Rev, W, W e  Pe tersen ,  p a s t o r ,  was a teacher  
a t  Bethany Lutheran College,  Hankato, 1951-1961, 
Her pas to r  gave us  a copy of h e r  p re sen ta t ion  
f o r  t h e  seminarians,  and we thought t h e  p a s t o r s  
of our Synod and o t h e r s  would welcome rece iv ing  
t h e  a r t i c l e  a l s o ,  We a r e  p r i n t i n g  i t  he re ,  both  
f o r  t h e  sake  of t h e  a r t i c l e  i t s e l f ,  and a s  an 
example t o  o t h e r  p a s t o r s  of what can be  done i n  
Bib le  Class  s tudy of t h e  Confessions by way of 
supplemental work, T ,A . A .  ) 

"Thou h a s t  made u s  f o r  Thyself ,  and t h e  h e a r t  of 
man is  r e s t l e s s  u n t i l  i t  f i n d s  r e s t  i n  Thee" - 
S t .  Augustine, Confessions, Bk I. 

I Childhood (354-370) 
Place:  Born i n  Tagaste  (modern Souk-Ahras) , a 
small  town i n  Numidia (now Alger ia )  , North Af r i ca .  

Parents :  " P a t r i c i u s  was nea r ing  f o r t y  when h e  
married Nonica, whose a g e  was seven%een.&.When 
P a t r i c i u s  married he r ,  Monica was s t r i c t  i n  h e r  
Chr i s t i an  b e l i e f s  and p r a c t i c e s .  H e r  pa ren t s  
had decided on t h e  marriage without  consu l t ing  
he r ,  a s  w a s  t h e  custom i n  those  t i m e s  . ' I  
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Parents :  " P a t r i c i u s  was nea r ing  f o r t y  when h e  
married Nonica, whose a g e  was seven%een.&.When 
P a t r i c i u s  married he r ,  Monica was s t r i c t  i n  h e r  
Chr i s t i an  b e l i e f s  and p r a c t i c e s .  H e r  pa ren t s  
had decided on t h e  marriage without  consu l t ing  
he r ,  a s  w a s  t h e  custom i n  those  t i m e s  . ' I  



" P a t r i c i u s  and ~ o n i c a ' s  f i r s t  c h i l d  was a son, 
Navigius; then they had a daughter (who l a t e r  be- 
came a nun in the  diocese o f  Hippo,) h Novem- 
ber  13, 354 ,  %heir  t h i r d  c h i l d  w a s  born, Aure l ius  
Augustinue,..Wi%& h i s  q u k k  intglligeaace, he  w a s  
r e s t l e s s  and unstable i n  s p i r i t  a s  i n  heal th ,  We 
wanted t o  understand everything, at ns matter 
what c o s t a B 1  

11 Youth 9330-374) 
Romanianus, the leading and wealthiest c i t i z e n  s f  
Tagaste, l iked  the little boy "with the p ie rc ing  
black eyes whose poe t i c  leaning and s p r i g h t l y  eon- 
versation d e l i g h t e d  himeB' Decided t o  send him 
together  w i t h  h i s  own son to Madaura, about 20 
miles axgay s. 
e o  The ancient c i t y  had a long t r a d i t i o n  o f  cu l tu re ,  
bu% a l so  vaunted i t s  modernity, Auguseine and h i s  
friend se$ out  to explore it,,,Augustine returned 
hame preceded by an established reputation Esr 
good scholarship and bad behavior." 

111 Young &nhsod (375-383) 
Augustine wanted t o  go t o  Carthage; parents agreed 
because &hey wished h i m  t t o  s tudy Paw,  Ramanianus 
agreed 60 help  h i m ,  

earthage was one o f  the  capi ta l  c i t i e s  s f  the  
Empire with Bgzantium, h t l o c h ,  Alexandria, Rome, 
"Augustine threw hgi%nse%f headlong i n to  a l i f e  
t ha t  was a t  once easygoing and studisus, Be 
joined a bunch of r o ~ ~ d L e s  who annoyed the i r  tea- 
chers. They called themselves "The Wreckers". 
men t h e i r  misdeeds became too  se r ious ,  they were 
whipped and sent hone, 

Became fn te re seed  i n  ~ n i e h a e % s m ,  a mixture of 
Eas tern  re%fglons and m r i s t i a n f t y ;  founded by 
&ni who had been born i n  Persia, 

Also, ""6 t h e  y e a r s  I l i v e d  wi th  one wi th  wkom 
I had n o t  been joined i n  lawful  wedlock. " 
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Graduated wi th  t h e  h ighes t  honors ever  awarded a 
s tuden t .  Returned t o  Tagaste  bu t  Monica re fused  
t o  r ece ive  them. Went back t o  Carthage where h e  
taught  r h e t o r i c .  "The s t u d e n t s  were unbearable,  
and the d i s o r d e r s  that took g l a c e  among them 
were a 'shameful t h i n g g .  No me was safe from 
t h e i r  i n s u l t s ,  

Began t o  have doubts  about  lbnichaeism; turned 
t o  a s t ro logy .  '"ystery , t h e  inexp l i cab le ,  lured  
him i r r e s i s t i b l y  and he sa tu ra t ed  himself with 
what he could l e a r n  of superna tura l  phenomena." 
Decided t o  go t o  Rome, 

I V  From Rome t o  E l a n  (383-385) 
Went t o  Rome where he s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  African 
q u a r t e r ;  was a b l e  t o  f i n d  p u b l l s  and t o  hold 
c l a s s e s  i n  va r ious  houses,  " L i t t l e  by l i t t l e  
t h e  nunrmber of s tudenes  increased  bu t  he  had t rou-  
b l e  wi th  them. They w e r e  no t  r i o t o u s  a s  i n  
Carthage, i n s o l e n t l y  invading a c l a s s r o ~ m  and 
m e c k i n g  every th ing  they found, But aften a 
group would suddenly l eave  one t eache r  t o  s tudy 
wi th  another ,  counting i t  nothing ' t o  be f a l s e  
t o  t h e i r  o m  word'. Thus suddenly abandoned by 
a number s f  h i s  p u p i l s  Augustine was ns less d i s -  
gusted than he  had been with the  behavior s f  
those  i n  Carthage*'' 

Introduced t o  S aehus, the prefect of t h e  c i t y  
who w a s  very  s p p a t h e t i c  to M r i e a n s ,  b b r o s e ,  
bishop s f  E l a n ,  was h i s  cous in ,  "He d i d  no t  
like C h r i s t i a n s  i n  genera l  and h%s cousin AmfProse 
i n  g a r t i c u l a r e , , B %  would be q u i t e  a joke to have 
a &nichaean professor  of r h e t o r i c  appointed to 
f i l a n ,  hard by h i s  cousin hbrhsse, and near  t h e  
young ennperor who was an Arian s p p a t h i z e r e 9 "  

lhiugustine thus  became professor  of r h e t o r i c  i n  
Milan; a t tended c l a s s e s  conducted by Bishop 
Ambrose and went r e g u l a r l y  t o  hea r  him preach. 
11 'He a t tended those  sermons a s  a s o r t  of professfon-  

a 1  s tuden t  of t h e  speaker ' s  s t y l e ,  of h i s  manner 
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sf introducing quotat ions,  o r  a r r ang ing  h i s  d i s -  
course* S00n he began ts l i s t e n  with pleasure  
mixed with astsnfshment," 

mnica had been l i v i n g  i n  Tagaste uspending her 
time i n  prayer and fasting". She together  with 
her elder son, k-0 cous ins ,  and an old friend 
joined Augustine. "This cal leccix~e exodus was 
an old African custom, One sf t he i r  nunber ha4 
only t o  meet with success f o r  a l l  his family to 
col lect  around h i m , "  

"In the meand~ile my n i w s  were being snul t ipf ied 
and the one w i t h  when 1 had been i n  the  habit a f  
- i l *  ~ s v i n g  was %srn f ram my E hde , . *And she returned 
to A f r i c a  leaving me with  our ssn," 

Began a friendshi-p with 14stalius Theodsrus, a 
former puseonsu% a t  Carttiage, 57hs lene h i m  a 
book about klato, D f  scussed Nes-Platonfsm with . 
an old p r i e s t  who pears before had converted 
h f b r s s e .  The p r i e s t  spoke to Augustlne about 
Flats's $ranslatsr,tRe learned pagan 'Vietar- 
inus ~~"s-s  had turned f CD C h r i s t  in h i s  948 age, 
V B  I case myself down under a f i g  t ree , ,  ,and we~t 
i n  the bieterest  sorrow cf my heart, And lo2 

* "i 

1 beard a v o l e e  as  o f  a boy or gara cbaneing 
and frequently repeating 'Take, read4, 1 re- 
& - *  ~urned t o  the spo t  where my friend was sfttiag, 
f o r  there $ had l a i d  doxyT t he  volume sf the 
Apost le  w h e ~  1 rose upP 1 se i zed  i tS  ~ p e n e &  i t 9  
and read in si lence t he  passage ow =~~hJch. my eyes 
f i r s %  P e l l :  "Not i n  r is ts jng and drunkenness, not 
in chambering sad wantonness, not in s t r i f e  and 
envying; bu t  put  ye sn t h e  Lord Jesus Grist,  
and make no% provision for the  f l e s h  i n  i t s  lustsye 
I would read no f u r t h e r ,  nor was there any need 
fo r  me t o  do so; f o r  instantly, when E had 
f inished the sentence, by a serene l i g h t  as it 
e7ere infused i n t o  my heart, all the clouds o f  
doubt were dispersed.  '' 

h g u s t i n e 9 s  f r i e n d ,  Mypius ,  who had been w i t h  
him s i n c e  childhood and had considered Augustine 
h i s  teacher ,  now, unbeknom t o  Augustine, had 
been undergoing a s i m i l a r  expe r i ence ,  "He asked 
what 1 had r ead .  9 showed it t o  R i m ;  and he 
looked beyond what I had read, and I d i d  not  know 
BpThat followed. Th i s  followed, 'Him t h a t  i s  weak 
i n  f a i t h ,  r e c e i v e g *  This  he a p p l i e d  t o  h imsel f ,  
and t o l d  me." Together they went t o  t e l l  Monica. 
"And Thou d i d s t  t u r n  her mourning i n t o  joy". 

V Cassiciacum (386-387) 
Resigned h i s  profeasarship. W i t h  Plonica, h i s  son, 
and c l o s e  f r i e n d s  he r e t i r e d  t o  a country home. 
Monica guided t h e  house ... mornings were given over  
to l e s sons ,  a f te rnoons  t o  d i scuss ion ,  

V I  The Return (387-390) 
Went back t o  Milan. On A p r i l  24, 387, Augustine 
w a s  bap t i z ed  together  with h i s  son, h i s  brother ,  
and h i s  f r i end .  "After  t h e i r  bapt ism,  Augustine 
and Alypius  had no o the r  thought than to re tu rn  
to Africa." On the way Monica died, but  Augustine 
r e t u n e d  ts t he  farm in Tagaste where he had been 
born. "This was transformed i n t o  a s o r t  of l ay  
cornunity - t he i r  r u l e  w a s  limited t o  prayer and 
meditation i n  cornon," 

Valerius,  bishop of  Hippo (a prosperous p o r t  c i t y ,  
modern ~ 8 n e )  invited Augustine t o  v i s i t  him. On 
the day August ine arrived he wen% at once ts t h e  
church; V a l e r i u s  w a s  lamenting t h e  lack o f  
priests. When the people recognized Augustine, 
they shouted "Augustine a priest:" I n  those days 
when the  Christian people  designated a worthy man 
t o  the  bishop, the  prelate had t o  make h i m  a 
p r i e s t ,  

V I I  The Bishop of Hippo (391-396) 
Old and ill, Valer ius  o f t e n  asked t h e  new p r i e s t  
t o  he lp  him; l i t t l e  by little the bishop turned 
over a l l  his d u t i e s  t o  him. August ine 's  c l o s e s t  
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f r i e n d s  became priests a l so .  Alpius had t o  leave 

him, f o r  he w a s  made bishop oE Tagaste. The old 

Bishop Valerius "watched over Augustlne as one 
would guard a treasure"; appointed him h i s  succes- 
s o r e  Becam2 bishop in 396, 

"Augustine ha4 to study every organization d e ~ a i l ,  
to sclpervise agencs and peasants, For hours he 
rode about t h e  countryside 33 h i s  mule v i s i t f - 3 ~  b 

-- v:.ncyar-dk -Y and o l ive  orchards. We had to give a 
sermnn, every mn-cing and sol,f-t;mes sp i~e fa l  times 
a day. . . i \ ug i~s t : ine '  ih;,.ight *r;s si ib~;dinated 20 
one &xi??a,ni pr coccup~iicx:  - orie $id not  c C; 5172 'ii 

place ' to md, one gave 6n.g "- Hfi ' '' , 

\ T I X I  The Father of Chr;s~jan Culture (3945-419) 
via- l o  barrow one cqf ILIe own f i gu res  o f  speech, 
-A.agustine w a s  a reservaix. I n i o  t h i s  reservcir 

flowed much of  antiquity, and out o f  it floved 
- 

f'or~fiative influens,= ingo the. ~j-ver sf the  next 
thousand years. " 

--- the yesr 400 i~ugus~ ' ,~~ t :  beger: t h e  .rurtti.ng of 
tiis @awfesaPons order r e p l y  $0 t h s c  ---- --- 
.-- L,ensoacbed e him h i s  past, turbulent  I i S e ,  

t 

the  different bel ie fs  he bad cace he ld ,  

''This epic ~~ 'osb ,  recounting the imer drama c.f zi 
sou l  in the process o f  i t s  conversion to Chris- 
tianity i s  unique In  the l i t e r a t u r e  o f  a l l  time. 
The noted French author Ganiei--Kops says ,  'If 
Augustine speaks o f  himself or  h i s  failings and 
h i s  misery i t  i s  i n  order to show by a concrete 
example the  omnipotence of God and o f  grace. A 
hundred times the miter interrupts h i s  recital  t o  
give vo ice  t o  the cry  of love that  mounts t o  h i s  
l i p s .  H i s  book i s  as much a prayer  a s  i t  i s  a 
confess ion  , '' - 48 - 

"Augustine found h i s  nourishment i n  t h e  Sc r ip tu res ,  
and i n  t h e  Confessions he exclaims, " 0  Lord, my 
God...frorn a l l  t emer i ty  and a l l  l y i n g  circumcise 
my l i p s ,  both my i n t e r i o r  and my e x t e r i o r  l i p s .  
May Your Sc r ip tu res  be my c h a s t e  d e l i g h t !  May I 
never f a l l  i n t o  e r r o r  i n  my reading of them, may 
I never deceive o t h e r s  by my use  of them.. . "'. 
The Confessions c o n s i s t  of 13 books, t h e  f i r s t  
t e n  of which a r e  au tobiographica l ;  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  
a r e  a commentary on Genesis. Following is  t h e  
c los ing  paragraph of Book Ten: 

"Terr i f ied  by my s i n s  and by t h e  weight of my 
misery, I had d e l i b e r a t e d  i n  my h e a r t ,  and had 
planned t h a t  I would f l e e  i n t o  a s o l i t a r y  p lace ,  
but  Thou d i d s t  no t  s u f f e r  me, and Thou d i d s t  en- 
courage me, saying,  'Therefore Chr i s t  died f o r  a l l ,  
t h a t  they which l i v e  may now no longer  l i v e  unto 
themselves, b u t  unto H i m  t h a t  d i ed  f o r  them.' 
Behold, Lord, I c a s t  a l l  my c a r e  upon Thee, t h a t  
I may l i v e ,  and 'consider  t h e  wondrous th ings  of 
Thy Law.' Thou knowest my inexper ience  and my 
weakness: teach me, and h e a l  m e .  He-thine Only 
One- ' i n  Whom a r e  h id  a l l  t h e  t r e a s u r e s  of wis- 
dom and knowledge,' h a t h  redeemed me. Let not  
the proud reproach m e ;  f o r  I muse on t h e  p r i c e  
of my Ransom, which I e a t  and d r i n k  and communi- 
c a t e  t o  o the r s ;  and being 'poor ' ,  I d e s i r e  t o  b e  
f i l l e d  therewith,  amongst t hose  who ' e a t  and 
are s a t i s f i e d '  and ' p r a i s e  t he  Lord that seek ~ i m . " '  

IX The Ci ty  of God and t h e  Barbarians (410-426) 
11 Augustine was now 56, more and more shrunken 

and d r i e d  i n  appearance. H i s  vo ice  was o f t e n  
hoarse, h i s  face furrowed wi th  deep wrinkles. He  
was prematurely aged by sleepless n i g h t s  and 
exhaust ing work and by h i s  poor h e a l t h  which he 
never spared ,  

 is skin was almost: black,  h i s  h a i r  and long 
beard a l r eady  whi te .  H i s  head was tonsured and 
he  wore a long b lack  robe  wi th  a cowl. When the 
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him, f o r  he w a s  made bishop oE Tagaste. The old 

Bishop Valerius "watched over Augustlne as one 
would guard a treasure"; appointed him h i s  succes- 
s o r e  Becam2 bishop in 396, 

"Augustine ha4 to study every organization d e ~ a i l ,  
to sclpervise agencs and peasants, For hours he 
rode about t h e  countryside 33 h i s  mule v i s i t f - 3 ~  b 

-- v:.ncyar-dk -Y and o l ive  orchards. We had to give a 
sermnn, every mn-cing and sol,f-t;mes sp i~e fa l  times 
a day. . . i \ ug i~s t : ine '  ih;,.ight *r;s si ib~;dinated 20 
one &xi??a,ni pr coccup~iicx:  - orie $id not  c C; 5172 'ii 

place ' to md, one gave 6n.g "- Hfi ' '' , 

\ T I X I  The Father of Chr;s~jan Culture (3945-419) 
via- l o  barrow one cqf ILIe own f i gu res  o f  speech, 
-A.agustine w a s  a reservaix. I n i o  t h i s  reservcir 

flowed much of  antiquity, and out o f  it floved 
- 

f'or~fiative influens,= ingo the. ~j-ver sf the  next 
thousand years. " 

--- the yesr 400 i~ugus~ ' ,~~ t :  beger: t h e  .rurtti.ng of 
tiis @awfesaPons order r e p l y  $0 t h s c  ---- --- 
.-- L,ensoacbed e him h i s  past, turbulent  I i S e ,  

t 

the  different bel ie fs  he bad cace he ld ,  

''This epic ~~ 'osb ,  recounting the imer drama c.f zi 
sou l  in the process o f  i t s  conversion to Chris- 
tianity i s  unique In  the l i t e r a t u r e  o f  a l l  time. 
The noted French author Ganiei--Kops says ,  'If 
Augustine speaks o f  himself or  h i s  failings and 
h i s  misery i t  i s  i n  order to show by a concrete 
example the  omnipotence of God and o f  grace. A 
hundred times the miter interrupts h i s  recital  t o  
give vo ice  t o  the cry  of love that  mounts t o  h i s  
l i p s .  H i s  book i s  as much a prayer  a s  i t  i s  a 
confess ion  , '' - 48 - 

"Augustine found h i s  nourishment i n  t h e  Sc r ip tu res ,  
and i n  t h e  Confessions he exclaims, " 0  Lord, my 
God...frorn a l l  t emer i ty  and a l l  l y i n g  circumcise 
my l i p s ,  both my i n t e r i o r  and my e x t e r i o r  l i p s .  
May Your Sc r ip tu res  be my c h a s t e  d e l i g h t !  May I 
never f a l l  i n t o  e r r o r  i n  my reading of them, may 
I never deceive o t h e r s  by my use  of them.. . "'. 
The Confessions c o n s i s t  of 13 books, t h e  f i r s t  
t e n  of which a r e  au tobiographica l ;  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  
a r e  a commentary on Genesis. Following is  t h e  
c los ing  paragraph of Book Ten: 

"Terr i f ied  by my s i n s  and by t h e  weight of my 
misery, I had d e l i b e r a t e d  i n  my h e a r t ,  and had 
planned t h a t  I would f l e e  i n t o  a s o l i t a r y  p lace ,  
but  Thou d i d s t  no t  s u f f e r  me, and Thou d i d s t  en- 
courage me, saying,  'Therefore Chr i s t  died f o r  a l l ,  
t h a t  they which l i v e  may now no longer  l i v e  unto 
themselves, b u t  unto H i m  t h a t  d i ed  f o r  them.' 
Behold, Lord, I c a s t  a l l  my c a r e  upon Thee, t h a t  
I may l i v e ,  and 'consider  t h e  wondrous th ings  of 
Thy Law.' Thou knowest my inexper ience  and my 
weakness: teach me, and h e a l  m e .  He-thine Only 
One- ' i n  Whom a r e  h id  a l l  t h e  t r e a s u r e s  of wis- 
dom and knowledge,' h a t h  redeemed me. Let not  
the proud reproach m e ;  f o r  I muse on t h e  p r i c e  
of my Ransom, which I e a t  and d r i n k  and communi- 
c a t e  t o  o the r s ;  and being 'poor ' ,  I d e s i r e  t o  b e  
f i l l e d  therewith,  amongst t hose  who ' e a t  and 
are s a t i s f i e d '  and ' p r a i s e  t he  Lord that seek ~ i m . " '  

IX The Ci ty  of God and t h e  Barbarians (410-426) 
11 Augustine was now 56, more and more shrunken 

and d r i e d  i n  appearance. H i s  vo ice  was o f t e n  
hoarse, h i s  face furrowed wi th  deep wrinkles. He  
was prematurely aged by sleepless n i g h t s  and 
exhaust ing work and by h i s  poor h e a l t h  which he 
never spared ,  

 is skin was almost: black,  h i s  h a i r  and long 
beard a l r eady  whi te .  H i s  head was tonsured and 
he  wore a long b lack  robe  wi th  a cowl. When the 

- 49 - 



members of t h e  f a i t h f u l  presented him wi th  
b e t t e r  c l o t h i n g  h e  so ld  i t  and gave t h e  money 
t o  t h e  poor." 

Poss id ius ,  h i s  biographer ,  "tells u s  t h a t  t h e  
bishop of Hippo wrote and d i c t a t e d  so  many books 
and letters i t  would b e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  even t h e  
most s tud ious  reader  t o  cover them a l l  i n  a s i n g l e  
l i f e t i m e .  Th i s  was because Augustine knew b e t t e r  
than o the r  men how t o  a r r ange  h i s  t i m e ,  and l e f t  
no p a r t  of h i s  schedule un f i l l ed . "  

Augustine had become a g r e a t  personage. "He w a s  

consul ted on every s i d e  and appeared t o  h i s  con- 
temporaries  as a ' p i lg r im from heaven who was 
questioned by everyone concerning t h e  s e c r e t  mar- 
v e l s  of t h a t  unknown county '. . .Confronted with a 
problem, h i s  f i r s t  a c t  was t o  open t h e  Holy Books- 
t h e  two Testaments, The Acts of t h e  Apost les ,  and 
t h e  Epist les-seeking t o  f i n d  i n  them a s o l u t i o n  

* 

of t h a t  problem." 

Downfall of Rome - 410 A.D. - outwardly: overrun 
by t h e  ba rba r i ans ;  inwardly: a n  "absurd f i s c a l  
policy"; an  i d l e  popula t ion  l i v i n g  on provis ions  
d i s t r i b u t e d  f r e e ,  "profess ional  nonworkers"; de- 
c l i n i n g  b i r t h  r a t e  due t o  love  of easy l i v i n g ;  
degradat ion  of t h e  c i v i c  sense  of c i t i z e n s  who 
ceased t o  t a k e  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  pub l i c  m a t t e r s  i n  
order  t o  look t o  t h e i r  personal  a f f a i r s ;  t h e  

Senate ' s  l o s s  of power; l a c k  of gold and s i l v e r  
i n  t h e  s t a t e  t r easu re ;  a cons tant  rise i n  p r i c e s  
over a per iod  of 50 years ,  ( I n f l a t i o n  under t h e  
Emperor Gal l ianus  amounted t o  90 pe r  c e n t ) .  
1 I I hear  you say ,  'we a r e  cursed,  t h e  end of t h e  
world h a s  come!" Heaven and e a r t h  w i l l  pass  
away but  God's Word w i l l  n o t  pass  away. Your 

r e a l  l i f e  cannot b e  taken from you by t h e  barbar-  
i a n s ;  man's t r u e  lot is not  t o  weep bu t  t o  b u i l d  
f o r  tomorrow...At Hippo Augustine wrote a t  t h e  
top  of a b lank page t h e  t i t l e  of a new book h e  
would w r i t e :  C i ty  of God . t '  -- 

It took him 10 years  t o  complete t h e  work which 
has been regarded a s  an  encyclopedia of t h e  5 th  
century.  He begins t h e  book with complete r e j e c -  
t i o n  and c r i t i c i s m  of pagan r e l i g i o n .  The next  
p a r t  shows t h e  s t r u g g l e  between two r i v a l  c i t i e s :  
The City of God, t h e  e t e r n a l  kingdom of t h e  saved; 
t h e  Ear th ly  C i ty ,  t h e  c i t y  of t h e  dead. I n  t h e  
l a s t  p a r t  of t h e  work he  s t u d i e s  t h e  meaning of 
happiness po in t ing  out  t h a t  i t  must be  founded on 
t h e  Word of Gsd. 

"Final happiness w i l l  be  f o r  t h e  good. Let 
u s  t h e r e f o r e  pray God t o  g ran t  u s  t h e  neces- 
s a r y  grace  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  s tream of t h e  
e l e c t  on t h e i r  way t o  t h e  heavenly Ci ty .  
Let us  beg t h a t  f a i t h ,  t h a t  hope, and t h a t  
c h a r i t y  which a r e  t h e  mark of consola t ion  
of t h e  Chr i s t i an .  Ns one w i l l  be  l o s t  who 
has f a i t h  and hope, no one can th ink  he  
i s  abandoned who has  f a i t h  i n  Je sus ,  s i n c e  
He l i v e s  wi th in  h i s  h e a r t .  We need nothing 
more than f a i t h ,  hope, and c h a r i t y  t o  be 
enl ightened a s  t o  t h e  meaning of  human 
h i s t o r y .  Man a c t s ;  God guides." 

"It had taken A l a r i c ' s  sack of Rome t o  b r i n g  
Augustine t o  begin t h e  w i t i n a  of t h e  f i r s t  h i s -  
t o r y  of r e l i g i o n ,  h i s  ~ f ' ~ ~ o d .  It took t h e  -- 
schism of Pe lagius  f o r  him t o  formulate  h i s  doe- 
t r i n e  of grace  and t o  f i n i s h  h i s  book On The -- Trinf  t v ,  

"Pelagius, a monk of B r i t a i n ,  objec ted  
t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  concept of o r i g i n a l  s i n .  
According t o  him, men were not  submitted 
t o  punishment f o r  t h e  f a u l t  of their first 
parents ,  Adam and Eve. They could them- 
se lves  choose, by t h e i r  own free w i l l ,  be- 
tween good and e v i l ,  and s f  t h e i r  a m  
accord l i v e  s i n l e s s  l i v e s ,  
9 t Peliagianism met a t  once w i t h  t h e  most via- 

l e n t  oppos i t ion  from t h e  Fa thers  of the 
Church, Jerome and Augustine. For Augusr 
t i n e ,  t h e  whole body of C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e  

- 5 1  - 



members of t h e  f a i t h f u l  presented him wi th  
b e t t e r  c l o t h i n g  h e  so ld  i t  and gave t h e  money 
t o  t h e  poor." 

Poss id ius ,  h i s  biographer ,  "tells u s  t h a t  t h e  
bishop of Hippo wrote and d i c t a t e d  so  many books 
and letters i t  would b e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  even t h e  
most s tud ious  reader  t o  cover them a l l  i n  a s i n g l e  
l i f e t i m e .  Th i s  was because Augustine knew b e t t e r  
than o the r  men how t o  a r r ange  h i s  t i m e ,  and l e f t  
no p a r t  of h i s  schedule un f i l l ed . "  

Augustine had become a g r e a t  personage. "He w a s  

consul ted on every s i d e  and appeared t o  h i s  con- 
temporaries  as a ' p i lg r im from heaven who was 
questioned by everyone concerning t h e  s e c r e t  mar- 
v e l s  of t h a t  unknown county '. . .Confronted with a 
problem, h i s  f i r s t  a c t  was t o  open t h e  Holy Books- 
t h e  two Testaments, The Acts of t h e  Apost les ,  and 
t h e  Epist les-seeking t o  f i n d  i n  them a s o l u t i o n  

* 

of t h a t  problem." 

Downfall of Rome - 410 A.D. - outwardly: overrun 
by t h e  ba rba r i ans ;  inwardly: a n  "absurd f i s c a l  
policy"; an  i d l e  popula t ion  l i v i n g  on provis ions  
d i s t r i b u t e d  f r e e ,  "profess ional  nonworkers"; de- 
c l i n i n g  b i r t h  r a t e  due t o  love  of easy l i v i n g ;  
degradat ion  of t h e  c i v i c  sense  of c i t i z e n s  who 
ceased t o  t a k e  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  pub l i c  m a t t e r s  i n  
order  t o  look t o  t h e i r  personal  a f f a i r s ;  t h e  

Senate ' s  l o s s  of power; l a c k  of gold and s i l v e r  
i n  t h e  s t a t e  t r easu re ;  a cons tant  rise i n  p r i c e s  
over a per iod  of 50 years ,  ( I n f l a t i o n  under t h e  
Emperor Gal l ianus  amounted t o  90 pe r  c e n t ) .  
1 I I hear  you say ,  'we a r e  cursed,  t h e  end of t h e  
world h a s  come!" Heaven and e a r t h  w i l l  pass  
away but  God's Word w i l l  n o t  pass  away. Your 

r e a l  l i f e  cannot b e  taken from you by t h e  barbar-  
i a n s ;  man's t r u e  lot is not  t o  weep bu t  t o  b u i l d  
f o r  tomorrow...At Hippo Augustine wrote a t  t h e  
top  of a b lank page t h e  t i t l e  of a new book h e  
would w r i t e :  C i ty  of God . t '  -- 

It took him 10 years  t o  complete t h e  work which 
has been regarded a s  an  encyclopedia of t h e  5 th  
century.  He begins t h e  book with complete r e j e c -  
t i o n  and c r i t i c i s m  of pagan r e l i g i o n .  The next  
p a r t  shows t h e  s t r u g g l e  between two r i v a l  c i t i e s :  
The City of God, t h e  e t e r n a l  kingdom of t h e  saved; 
t h e  Ear th ly  C i ty ,  t h e  c i t y  of t h e  dead. I n  t h e  
l a s t  p a r t  of t h e  work he  s t u d i e s  t h e  meaning of 
happiness po in t ing  out  t h a t  i t  must be  founded on 
t h e  Word of Gsd. 

"Final happiness w i l l  be  f o r  t h e  good. Let 
u s  t h e r e f o r e  pray God t o  g ran t  u s  t h e  neces- 
s a r y  grace  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  s tream of t h e  
e l e c t  on t h e i r  way t o  t h e  heavenly Ci ty .  
Let us  beg t h a t  f a i t h ,  t h a t  hope, and t h a t  
c h a r i t y  which a r e  t h e  mark of consola t ion  
of t h e  Chr i s t i an .  Ns one w i l l  be  l o s t  who 
has f a i t h  and hope, no one can th ink  he  
i s  abandoned who has  f a i t h  i n  Je sus ,  s i n c e  
He l i v e s  wi th in  h i s  h e a r t .  We need nothing 
more than f a i t h ,  hope, and c h a r i t y  t o  be 
enl ightened a s  t o  t h e  meaning of  human 
h i s t o r y .  Man a c t s ;  God guides." 

"It had taken A l a r i c ' s  sack of Rome t o  b r i n g  
Augustine t o  begin t h e  w i t i n a  of t h e  f i r s t  h i s -  
t o r y  of r e l i g i o n ,  h i s  ~ f ' ~ ~ o d .  It took t h e  -- 
schism of Pe lagius  f o r  him t o  formulate  h i s  doe- 
t r i n e  of grace  and t o  f i n i s h  h i s  book On The -- Trinf  t v ,  

"Pelagius, a monk of B r i t a i n ,  objec ted  
t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  concept of o r i g i n a l  s i n .  
According t o  him, men were not  submitted 
t o  punishment f o r  t h e  f a u l t  of their first 
parents ,  Adam and Eve. They could them- 
se lves  choose, by t h e i r  own free w i l l ,  be- 
tween good and e v i l ,  and s f  t h e i r  a m  
accord l i v e  s i n l e s s  l i v e s ,  
9 t Peliagianism met a t  once w i t h  t h e  most via- 

l e n t  oppos i t ion  from t h e  Fa thers  of the 
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r e s t e d  on t h e  t ransmission of o r i g i n a l  s i n  
and man% predes t ina t ion .  W e  have seen 
him a t  g r i p s  wi th  Manichaeism, which d e a l t  
w i th  t h e  n a t u r e  s f  God, t h e  Crea t ion  of t h e  
world, and t h e  o r i g i n  of ev i l -ques t ions  which 
have tormented the minds of coun t l e s s  men, 
Then he  fought Donatism, a pure ly  l o c a l  
schism, which involved the p r i n c i p l e  of 
t h e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  of the  Church. Before he 
would l eave  t h e  world he  would s t r i k e  h i s  
blow a g a i n s t  Arianism, which den ies  t h e  
d i v i n i t y  of Chr i s t .  But p r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  h e  
waged a b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  Pelagianism f o r  twen- 
t y  years." 

H e  now completed h i s  work The whieh he 
"began when he was young and f in i shed  in old  age. 

"Let u s  b e l i e v e  then, w"sh a f i r m  f i l i a l  
devotion,  i n  one k d ,  Father, Son and Holy - 
S p i r i t ,  i n  such a way t h a t  w e  do not  believe 
t h e  Son t o  be  the Father, nor the Father Co 
be the Son, nor  either of t h m  t@ be the 
S p i r i t  of them both.  L e t  there be  no thought 
of anything being separated i n  th i s  T r i n i t y  
by time o r  place, but  l e t  us  realize t h a t  
these T h r e e  m i n g s  are equal  and coeternal, 
and are a b s o l u t e l y  one n a t u r e ,  W e  must not sup- 
pose that  one p a r t  of creation was made by 
the Father ,  p a r t  by the Son, p a r t  by the  
Holy S p i r i t ,  bu t  that a l l  things and sundry 
tha t  have been sr are being created subs i s t  
by the whole Trinity's creation. I n  the 
same way no one 18 saved o r  redeemed by the 
Father without the SOXI and the Holy Spirit, 
ox by the Son without the  Father and the  
Holy S p i r i t ,  sr by the Holy S p i r i t  without  
the  Father and the Son, bu t  by t h e  Father 
and the Son and the Holy S p i r i t . '  

"The f i f t h  part of t h e  work i s  a rep ly  t o  
t h e  Arians who a t t acked  t h e  mystery of t h e  
T r i n i t y  by t r y i n g  t o  prove a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  
substance between t h e  Father  and t h e  Sen. 

"The work ends with a most b e a u t i f u l  prayer:  
' 0  Lord my God, my one hope, l i s t e n  t o  me, 
do not  l e t  me g ive  up seeking You f o r  
weariness ,  l e t  m e  eager ly  seek Your f a c e  
always. 
'Give m e  t h e  s t r e n g t h  t o  seek, s i n c e  You 
have l e t  Yourself b e  found, and have given 
us t h e  hope of f ind ing  You more and more. 
You have be fo re  You my s t r e n g t h  and my 
weakness; preserve  t h e  one, h e a l  t h e  o t h e r .  
You have before  You my knowledge and my 
ignorance; r e c e i v e  me a s  1 e n t e r  t h e  door 
You have opened t o  me, open t o  me a s  I 
knock a t  t h e  door You have c losed  t o  m e .  
May I remember You, understand You, l ove  
You. Inc rease  i n  me t h e s e  t h r e e  t h i n g s ,  
u n t i l  You re fa sh ion  m e  t o  perfect ion." '  

The Last  Years (426-430) 
Augustine was now 65, s c a r c e l y  a b l e  t o  walk be- 
cause of rheumtism.  
 ad Augustine paused t o  g lance  back a t  t h e  whole 
of h i s  l i f e ' s  work, h e  might have considered i t  
near  completion. The &nichaeans had been van- 
quished be fo re  God and man, t h e  Dona t i s t s  con- 
v i c t e d  of e r r o r  and bad f a i t h  and many of t h e i r  
numbers brought back i n t o  t h e  f o l d  of t h e  Church, 
t h e  Pe lagians  had f i r s t  been condemned a t  Car- 
thage and t h i s  condemnation upheld by a u t h o r i t y  
he  personal ly  brought t o  bear;  C h r i s t i a n  Afr ica  
was renowed throughout the world because of h i s  
p r e s t i g e ;  and, due t e  h i s  l eade r sh ip ,  t h e  Church 
of Afr ica  had become a beacon of f a i t h , "  

Augustine now began a c r i t i c i s m  of h i s  o m  works* 
"Tormented by sc rup les ,  t h i s  g r e a t  man now re-  
viewed, book by book, t h e  whole of h i s  w r i t i n g s .  
I n  t h i s  way h e  s t ruggled  a g a i n s t  any p r i d e  h e  
might have f e l t  i n  h i s  achievements." 
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When Afrfca was being overrun by Vandals, he wrote 
t o  Boniface who w a s  governor of Africa a t  t h e  t i m e :  
"Your Excellency is  not  unaware t h a t  I a m  confined 
t o  my bed where L await my las t  hour wi th  longing ... I adjure  you t o  save the Roman c i t y .  Do not  
presume on your own s t rength.  Place your renown 
i n  the hands of Him who gives courage and you will 
have nothing t o  fear from any enemy whatsoever ." 
Possidius,  Augustine's biographer ,  tells us that  
Augustine had the  Peni tent ia l  Psa lms  copied and 
placed on the w a l l  so he could  read and reread 
them from h i s  bed, 

On August 28,  430,  prayers were said f o r  h i m  i n  
all the churches of Hippo, Augustine w a s  sing- 
i n g  w i t h  some of  h i s  f r i ends .  "Suddenly Augus- 
t i n e ' s  t h i n ,  feeble voice could no longer be 
heard, H e  d i ed  i n  t h e  m i d s t  of t h e  song,,.%l;bn- 
kind was entering on the long night: of barbar-  
ism. Augustine had l i g h t e d  the lamp tha t  would 
illuminate i ts pa%sageep8 

"A f i e r y  temperament, an unrivaled i n t e l l e c t ,  a 
searcher who reached the far thest  limits a man 
can hope t o  a t t a in ,  a lover of t r u t h  who inves- 
t i g a t e d  everything, a nan o f  such power t o  con- 
vince that he converted all those ~ h 8  foblowed 
h i m  - such was St. Augustine." 
t8 8 H i s  century,' Louis Bertrand wrote ( f o r t y  years 
ago), 'was very simil.ar t o  our om.  He came i n t o  
a dec l in ing  world,  a world on the brink s f  a great . 
cataclysm which would engulf a whole c iv i l i z a -  
t i on ,  a tragic turn  in h i s t o r y  which. must have 
been d i f f i c u l t  to l ive  througfi. and have appeared 
hopeless t o  even the staunchest o f  s p i r i t s ! "  

me Book of Concord, Translated and edited by 
Theodore G. Tappert, (Phi lade lphia ;  Fortress 
Press, 1959) 

The Confessions of S t .  Augustine, Tr. Sir Tobie - 
-_C_P 

M a t  thew (Chicago : Henry Regnery Co . , 1956) 

The Confessions of S t .  Augustine, World In sp i r a -  - -- 
tional Books, (N.Y. World Publ i sh ing  Co., 
1969) ,  

Jacques Chabannes, Sa in t  Augustine 
(Garden C i t y ,  N.Y.,  Doubleday & Co., 1962)  

Henry W. Coray, Son of Tear s ,  
(New York, GP-Putnam's Sons. 1957) 
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SEMINARY GROUND-BREAKING 

;3',ist~r1~_, fe8tLve evect t30k 3 1 2 ~ ~  QP 

t - ~ ~ ~  , --- Zune 23 sf " h i s  = & A  vear & - ~ i i s i o  is  he ;-277 
- ~ L S  Cr~nvention l a  PIar~kata, t h a t  of ground- 
breaking f o r  the  new building of' Eief11czr.y L ~ t h e r a n  
3EeologPcal Sezlaary, 

The ceremolly, which took place on the  sem- 
ina ry  grounds on Diq~is ion  S t r e e t  in Ykiiznkato, 
acrass from .;;_he Bethany ",atheran College camp~s, 
incl.uded the  f o l l o w i n g :  Two hymns, " B i l i i t  on the 
~ock, '' and "0 God, Our Help ir. Ages P a s t ,  " b y  e3e 

*ha, directad Norseland Lutheran Chwch %en's Chs- * -  

by ~lrs .  Robert  Olsen, and t he  hymn, "God's TJord 
i s  Our Great Heri tage,"  by the  assembly, accorn- 
panied by -Mrs. Ingvald Annexstad. There was a 
b r i e f  address by Seminary President  Theodore A. 
Aaberg, which appears i n  t h i s  i ssue of the  

b r i e f  remarks and prayer  by the Rev. 
M.E. T w e i t ,  Chairman o f  the  Board of Regents and 
el-lairman of the  BuiLding Cornittee, and brief pe- 
marks also and prayer  by ELS President lJi lhelm W. 
Petersen. Ground-breaking itself was by Presf-3en-c 
Petersen, Pas to r  T w e i t ,  Pres ident  Aaberg, and 
I l r .  Walter B. Cheever, who represented the  archi- 
tec tura l  firm of Rockey, Church and Teschner, 
b n k a t o  

Bids fo r  the  110' by 66' , 7,300 s q .  f t. bu i ld -  
ing ,  w e r e  l e t  on J u l y  26. The b i d s ,  which t o t a l  
$300,961.00 were awarded as follows : General, 
A.J.  Hoffman & Son, Inc . ,  Mankato, $201,846.00; 
Mechanical, Flom Plumbing and Heating, Owatonna, 
$79,490.00; and E l e c t r i c a l ,  Kriesel E l e c t r i c ,  Inc. ,  
Cksatonna, $19,625.80. 

-- 56 - 

Const ruc t ion  began on J u l y  28, and t h e  b u i l d i n g  
i s  t o  b e  under roof b e f o r e  w in t e r ,  w i t h  completion 
by May 1, 1978, 

" ~ x c e p t  t h e  Lord b u i l d  t h e  house, they  l a b o r  
i n  v a i n  t h a t  b u i l d  i t :  except  t h e  Lord keep t h e  
c i t y ,  t h e  watchman waketh bu t  i n  va in"  ( ~ s .  1 2 7 , l ) .  
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BRIEF ADDRESS AT THE SEMINARY 
GROUND-BREAKING CEREMONY 

Dear friec.ds in C h r i s t ,  f r i e n d s  o f  the Seminary: 

One of our p a s t o r s  moved from Minneapolis to 
Chicago some years sga ,  His chi-ldren grew up in 
Chicago and made good f r i e n d s  there. Latar t he  
~astss saved back t o  Mincesata, One day h i s  
chi ldren w e r e  skiowing sow;. of t h e i r  Chicago f r iez ids  
3-ocn~d H3nlleapolise T1i i . i  ~ m s  before r.%e day o f  
$'le $35 Center, and S Q  t h e  ta l les t  at&ract%on was 
;.be iosbzT~ Towere 9f tey ,;hc.&ng 2:izrr1 ~ . k i ~  aLnd ~ h 2  

- * 
i:f dpcmtom ~ ~ r n n ~ ~ p ~ L i ~ ~  ~i:r. of  their ( : h i ~ ~ g ~  

f.?.;.." " .; ? 1  
_ Leaas 53$d ; PSlq2a$ 35 LE:; GOW -=:i-jere s t i l e  Lc~,a$~p 

bu-j?4ing p;~hicli !,vr- arq.h-J'ects l iave Je- 
signed, Cod w i l i i . n a  ~3 9 wi?.l y i s 2  on t h i s  

C 1 " -  

s i r e ,  will be -1 good bll : j ldjsg.  ?'here . iq; , i i  be 
nothing ~ 2 ~ e r a ~ ~ a g a n k  fPa,shv about j.-k:, \:j.e%r-* 
t h e r  w i l l  there be a i ~ ~ : h ~ - ~ ~ g  ~ h ~ 2 _ g p ~  CXZEF:~ OP d,~l -  

T-~-p 7* n[zp +TP9 3 - * * j  -1 d+*. eseiving in the a t r a ~ c t u ~ e ~  d e w s  w d - -  - +ai:-e LxLJ.e~3-  -e-ii*:F 4 3  

sj-ands complete, someone cou ld  wg2l i  y m  with the  
poilth f Chicago : "ri.hat ' riice* 5 T3vi+ -- \&>ere ' 
the Loop?" "merets file rest of the  ~ ~ : n ~ r ~ ? ' ~  

i t ' s  t rue .  Happy as \.re are with our pro- 
posed b u i l d i n g ,  i t  will s t i l l  be very modest COW 

pared t o  the physical f ac i l i t i e s  of almost all 
s the r  seminar ies ,  

I would l i k e  t o  u s e  t h i s  occasion t o  comment 
b r i e f l y  on an even g r e a t e r  d i f f e r e n c e  between our 
seminary and almost a l l  o t h e r  seminaries  i n  our 
land,  and t h a t  i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  what i s  taught ,  
t h e  doc t r ine .  I would a l s o  add t h a t  i f  t h a t  doc- 
t r i n e  i s  not  taught  and upheld i n  our  seminary, 
i n  our congregat ions,  and i n  our  personal  witness- 
ing,  then our  seminary and a l l  our o t h e r  e f f o r t s  
had b e t t e r  be  l e f t  undone, Others  could then do 
our work, and l i k e l y  do i t  b e t t e r  than we. 

It i s  not  poss ib l e ,  nor i s  i t  even necessary,  
t o  mention a l l  our d o c t r i n e  on t h i s  occasion.  In  
f a c t ,  w e  w i l l  no t  even dwell  on t h e  trademark of 
Lutheranism, t h e  t h r e e  s o l a s ,  S c r i p t u r e  Alone, 
F a i t h  Alone, Grace Alone, a s  such, bu t  zero  i n  on 
j u s t  two d o c t r i n e s  t h a t  a r e  a  p a r t  of t hese ,  and 
a r e  t r u l y  d i s t i n c t i v e  i n  our teaching.  

The one i s  t h e  u t t e r  dep rav i ty  of n a t u r a l  
man; t h a t  h e  is of h imsel f ,  by n a t u r e ,  dead i n  
t r e s p a s s e s  and s i n s ,  an enemy s f  God, t o t a l l y  
co r rup t ,  unable and unwi l l ing  t o  do t h a t  which is 
good. This  i s  a t r u t h  which can never b e  known 
o r  acknowledged by human reason,  whether i t  b e  
human reason dwell ing i n  an  unconverted man, o r  
human reason i n  a  converted man, 

But i t  i s  t h e  t r u t h ,  c l e a r l y  revealed i n  
Sc r ip tu re ,  e.g. ,  i n  P a u l ' s  let ter t o  t h e  Ephesians: 
"You were dead i n  t r e s p a s s e s  and s ins ' '  (Eph. 2 : l ) ;  
i n  I Core 2:14 "The n a t u r a l  man r ece ive th  not  t h e  
t h i n g s  of t h e  S p i r i t  of God, f o r  they  are foo l i sh -  
nes s  unto him; n e i t h e r  can he  know them, because 
they  a r e  s p i r i t u a l l y  discerned;"  and i n  Romans 
"The c a r n a l  mind i s  enmity a g a i n s t  God" (8:7). 

Where t h i s  divinely-revealed t r u t h  i s  r e j e c t e d ,  
fo rgo t t en ,  o r  set a s i d e ,  and where human estimates 
of t h e  worth and d i g n i t y  and power of n a t u r a l  man 
p r e v a i l ,  t h e r e  i n e v i t a b l y  fo l lows a co r rup t ion  of 
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t he  Gospel of Jesus  Chr i s t  a s  t h e  only Savior from 
s i n .  There can be  no good news, no forg iveness ,  
no t r u e  comfort f o r  a s inne r  un les s  t h e r e  f i r s t  be  
an understanding and acknowledgement of one ' s o m  
u t t e r  s i n f u l n e s s  and i n a b i l i t y  t o  come t o  God. 
When Luther,  i n  debat ing  with Erasmus on t h e  f r e e -  
dom of t h e  w i l l ,  declared:  "You've got me by t h e  
th roa t , "  he  w a s  saying:  "This is  not  an academic 
matter ;  i t  i s  a mat ter  of l i f e  or  dea th  f o r  me ."  
The teaching of t h e  u t t e r  depravi ty  of n a t u r a l  man 
is t h e  g rea t  c rossroads  t o  which C h r i s t i a n  churches 
come, and i t  i s  he re  t h a t  a g rea t  p a r t i n g  of t h e  
ways t akes  p lace .  Almost a l l ,  i f  not a l l ,  of the 
o the r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  teaching i n  Christendom can 
be t raced  back t o  the d i f fe rences  i n  t h i s  doc t r ine ,  

The o the r  t r u t h  1 would l i k e  $0 s t r e s s  
b r i e f l y  i n  this connection i s  the  g r e a t  t r u t h  that  
our  csnvers isn ,  our faith i n  Jesus  a r i s e  as our 
S m i o s  from s i n ,  i s  not  the work o f  man, not  t h e  
work of God and man, but  the wssk of Gsd alone  i n  
u s ,  "You hath he quickened, who were dead in tres- 
passes and s i n s "  (~ph.2~1). "For by grace are ye 
saved through f a i t h ;  and t ha t  not  of yourselves,  
it is  the  g i f t  of God, not of works l e s t  any man 
should boast" (Eph. 2 : 8 - 9 ) .  It is only as t h i s  
divinely-revealed t r u t h  i s  believed, taught ,  and 
confessed, t ha t  w e  ourselves can f i n d ,  and t ha t  
w e  can d i r e c t  o t h e r s  t o ,  the source of forgive-  
ness,  l i f e  and sa$va%ion, Jesus Chris t  aur Savior, 

Why a r e  these such vital po in t s  of d o c t r i n e  
i n  the Chriseian f a i t h ?  Because i t  i s  here per- 
haps more than in. any other  poin t  where our s i n f u l ,  
self-~igheeous f lesh asserts i k s d f  the  strongest 
and refuses t o  be silenced, It i s  here that the 
i s s u e  af grace o r  mrks i n  r@gard ts salvation 
comes i n t o  strongest and sharpest focus. It is 
especia l ly  on these two pa in t s  af d o c t r i n e  t h a t  a 
Lutheran church body, a Lutheran congregation, and 

a Lutheran ind iv idua l  r evea l  whether t h e  slogan of 
Lutheranism, Sc r ip tu re  Alone, Fa i th  Alone, Grace 
Alone, i s  a t r u e ,  l i v i n g ,  guiding,  r u l i n g  p r i n c i p l e  
with them, or  whether i t  i s  mere "window dress ing ."  

The f a c t  t h a t  many people under t h e  inf luence  
of f a l s e  teaching on these  and o the r  po in t s  of 
doc t r ine ,  and t h a t  even many of t h e  f a l s e  teachers  
themselves, i n  t h e  f a c e  of dea th ,  u t t e r l y  despai r  
of themselves and of t h e i r  own power, and know 
only t h e  grac ious  mercy of GQd i n  Chr i s t ,  and cast 
themselves e n t i r e l y  on t h a t  mercy, --that f a c t ,  
while  cheering us  g r e a t l y ,  does not  excuse us ,  and 
w i l l  not  d e t e r  us ,  from our sacred duty  of pro- 
claiming c l e a r l y  and unequivocably, both p o s i t i v e l y  
and negat ive ly ,  i n  our seminary, i n  our congrega- 
t i o n s ,  and i n  our personal  testimony t h e  d iv ine ly-  
revealed t r u t h s  of sacred s c r i p t u r e ,  t h e  Law and 
t h e  Gospel, inc luding t h a t  of t h e  u t t e r  depravi ty  
of n a t u r a l  man, and of conversion, of f a i t h  i n  
Jesus  Chr i s t  a s  our Savior ,  a s  t h e  grac ious  g i f t  
and work of God, 

When w e  f a i t h f u l l y  seek t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h i s  
sacred duty  our seminary, modest though it  be,  
i s  not  only permissible,  bu t  becows ,  i n  f a c t ,  a 
necess i ty ,  

To t h i s  end we break g r o u d  today f o r  our 
seminary bui ld ing ,  i n  Jesus '  Name, 



t he  Gospel of Jesus  Chr i s t  a s  t h e  only Savior from 
s i n .  There can be  no good news, no forg iveness ,  
no t r u e  comfort f o r  a s inne r  un les s  t h e r e  f i r s t  be  
an understanding and acknowledgement of one ' s o m  
u t t e r  s i n f u l n e s s  and i n a b i l i t y  t o  come t o  God. 
When Luther,  i n  debat ing  with Erasmus on t h e  f r e e -  
dom of t h e  w i l l ,  declared:  "You've got me by t h e  
th roa t , "  he  w a s  saying:  "This is  not  an academic 
matter ;  i t  i s  a mat ter  of l i f e  or  dea th  f o r  me ."  
The teaching of t h e  u t t e r  depravi ty  of n a t u r a l  man 
is t h e  g rea t  c rossroads  t o  which C h r i s t i a n  churches 
come, and i t  i s  he re  t h a t  a g rea t  p a r t i n g  of t h e  
ways t akes  p lace .  Almost a l l ,  i f  not a l l ,  of the 
o the r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  teaching i n  Christendom can 
be t raced  back t o  the d i f fe rences  i n  t h i s  doc t r ine ,  

The o the r  t r u t h  1 would l i k e  $0 s t r e s s  
b r i e f l y  i n  this connection i s  the  g r e a t  t r u t h  that  
our  csnvers isn ,  our faith i n  Jesus  a r i s e  as our 
S m i o s  from s i n ,  i s  not  the work o f  man, not  t h e  
work of God and man, but  the wssk of Gsd alone  i n  
u s ,  "You hath he quickened, who were dead in tres- 
passes and s i n s "  (~ph.2~1). "For by grace are ye 
saved through f a i t h ;  and t ha t  not  of yourselves,  
it is  the  g i f t  of God, not of works l e s t  any man 
should boast" (Eph. 2 : 8 - 9 ) .  It is only as t h i s  
divinely-revealed t r u t h  i s  believed, taught ,  and 
confessed, t ha t  w e  ourselves can f i n d ,  and t ha t  
w e  can d i r e c t  o t h e r s  t o ,  the source of forgive-  
ness,  l i f e  and sa$va%ion, Jesus Chris t  aur Savior, 

Why a r e  these such vital po in t s  of d o c t r i n e  
i n  the Chriseian f a i t h ?  Because i t  i s  here per- 
haps more than in. any other  poin t  where our s i n f u l ,  
self-~igheeous f lesh asserts i k s d f  the  strongest 
and refuses t o  be silenced, It i s  here that the 
i s s u e  af grace o r  mrks i n  r@gard ts salvation 
comes i n t o  strongest and sharpest focus. It is 
especia l ly  on these two pa in t s  af d o c t r i n e  t h a t  a 
Lutheran church body, a Lutheran congregation, and 

a Lutheran ind iv idua l  r evea l  whether t h e  slogan of 
Lutheranism, Sc r ip tu re  Alone, Fa i th  Alone, Grace 
Alone, i s  a t r u e ,  l i v i n g ,  guiding,  r u l i n g  p r i n c i p l e  
with them, or  whether i t  i s  mere "window dress ing ."  

The f a c t  t h a t  many people under t h e  inf luence  
of f a l s e  teaching on these  and o the r  po in t s  of 
doc t r ine ,  and t h a t  even many of t h e  f a l s e  teachers  
themselves, i n  t h e  f a c e  of dea th ,  u t t e r l y  despai r  
of themselves and of t h e i r  own power, and know 
only t h e  grac ious  mercy of GQd i n  Chr i s t ,  and cast 
themselves e n t i r e l y  on t h a t  mercy, --that f a c t ,  
while  cheering us  g r e a t l y ,  does not  excuse us ,  and 
w i l l  not  d e t e r  us ,  from our sacred duty  of pro- 
claiming c l e a r l y  and unequivocably, both p o s i t i v e l y  
and negat ive ly ,  i n  our seminary, i n  our congrega- 
t i o n s ,  and i n  our personal  testimony t h e  d iv ine ly-  
revealed t r u t h s  of sacred s c r i p t u r e ,  t h e  Law and 
t h e  Gospel, inc luding t h a t  of t h e  u t t e r  depravi ty  
of n a t u r a l  man, and of conversion, of f a i t h  i n  
Jesus  Chr i s t  a s  our Savior ,  a s  t h e  grac ious  g i f t  
and work of God, 

When w e  f a i t h f u l l y  seek t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h i s  
sacred duty  our seminary, modest though it  be,  
i s  not  only permissible,  bu t  becows ,  i n  f a c t ,  a 
necess i ty ,  

To t h i s  end we break g r o u d  today f o r  our 
seminary bui ld ing ,  i n  Jesus '  Name, 



TENTH ANWAL REFOWATION LECTURES 

This  year  marks the Tenth Anniversary of the 
Reformation Lectures sponsored j o i n t l y  by Bethany 
Lutheran Theological Seminary and Bethany Lutheran 
College, mnkato, Enneso ta ,  

Returning as guest  speaker f o r  t h i s  year's 
anniversary lectures will be Kurt %rquardt ,  pro- 
f e s s o r  a t  Cancordia n e o l o g i c a l  Seminary, F o r t  
Wayne, Indiana, who served a s  l e c t u r e r  when the 
series began ten yea r s  ago. 

H i s  t o p i c  w i l l  be the  d o c t r i n e  of j u s t i f i -  
cation, 

me dates  f o r  the R e f o r m t i o n  Lectures are 
Thursday-Friday, October 27-28, 1977.  The place: 
Bethany Lutheran College and Seminary, 734 Marsh 
Street, Mankato, Hinnesota, 

: D r .  Eugene P, Klug, Fo r t  Wayne, Indlana, a 
reactor a t  las t  y a p ' s  Refermation %ec$ures, 
called atteatian ks t he  in tersynodical  s i g n i f i -  
cance o f  t he  annual lectures i n  a brief  a r t i c l e  
in a recent i ssue o f  the  Coneo~dia 

(44,2 A p r i l  1947, pp, 75- 
that "For the  present i t  is r ea l ly  the  only 
major e f f o r t  at keeping the  l i n e s  of communica- 
t i o n  open between Synods which i n  the  past: shared 
68 much and which still, under God, should explore 

H every possible avenue f o r  restoring fe l lowship  on 
a S c r i p t u r a l l y  sound and Confessional basis," he 
declared t h a t -  t h e  l e c t u r e s  deserve wider a t t e n -  
t i on  and expressed t h e  hope tha t  they migh t  spear-  
head t h e  reunion of t h e  separa ted  churches. 

We re-echo t h a t  hope and c o r d i a l l y  i n v i t e  
o f f i c i a l s  and pas to r s  and members from t h e  va r ious  
Lutheran synods t o  a t t e n d  t h e  l e c t u r e s  on October 

T . A . A .  



TENTH ANWAL REFOWATION LECTURES 

This  year  marks the Tenth Anniversary of the 
Reformation Lectures sponsored j o i n t l y  by Bethany 
Lutheran Theological Seminary and Bethany Lutheran 
College, mnkato, Enneso ta ,  

Returning as guest  speaker f o r  t h i s  year's 
anniversary lectures will be Kurt %rquardt ,  pro- 
f e s s o r  a t  Cancordia n e o l o g i c a l  Seminary, F o r t  
Wayne, Indiana, who served a s  l e c t u r e r  when the 
series began ten yea r s  ago. 

H i s  t o p i c  w i l l  be the  d o c t r i n e  of j u s t i f i -  
cation, 

me dates  f o r  the R e f o r m t i o n  Lectures are 
Thursday-Friday, October 27-28, 1977.  The place: 
Bethany Lutheran College and Seminary, 734 Marsh 
Street, Mankato, Hinnesota, 

: D r .  Eugene P, Klug, Fo r t  Wayne, Indlana, a 
reactor a t  las t  y a p ' s  Refermation %ec$ures, 
called atteatian ks t he  in tersynodical  s i g n i f i -  
cance o f  t he  annual lectures i n  a brief  a r t i c l e  
in a recent i ssue o f  the  Coneo~dia 

(44,2 A p r i l  1947, pp, 75- 
that "For the  present i t  is r ea l ly  the  only 
major e f f o r t  at keeping the  l i n e s  of communica- 
t i o n  open between Synods which i n  the  past: shared 
68 much and which still, under God, should explore 

H every possible avenue f o r  restoring fe l lowship  on 
a S c r i p t u r a l l y  sound and Confessional basis," he 
declared t h a t -  t h e  l e c t u r e s  deserve wider a t t e n -  
t i on  and expressed t h e  hope tha t  they migh t  spear-  
head t h e  reunion of t h e  separa ted  churches. 

We re-echo t h a t  hope and c o r d i a l l y  i n v i t e  
o f f i c i a l s  and pas to r s  and members from t h e  va r ious  
Lutheran synods t o  a t t e n d  t h e  l e c t u r e s  on October 

T . A . A .  




